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Emergent Literacy and Math Toolkit

Early Literacy and Math

Activity Cards
Introduction

Young children learn best through play and other active games. These Early Literacy and Early Maths Activity Cards will give you many ideas of how to include mathematics and literacy skills in the games and other activities that you do with the children in your center. By using just one or two (or more!) of these activities each day, you will be helping your children to develop skills in one or more of the early literacy and/or early math knowledge areas.

Many of the activities are teacher led, although others can be done independently by the children once they are shown how. Many of these activities can also be done in the learning areas that you may have set up in your classroom. For example, once they learn how, young children can make their own patterns out of blocks in the mathematics area. 

Almost all of the activities have fewer than ten steps and they should last approximately 15-20 minutes or until the children lose interest. However, all of the activities should be repeated many, many times—especially if the children are enjoying themselves. Unlike adults, children like doing the same things over and over. They are much less likely to get bored of playing the same game every day (or even many times in one day!). This is one of the ways that young children learn—by trying something many times! Remember that the more often an activity is done or a game is played, the better!
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Description of the Cards
Each card includes an activity title, a description of the activity, the materials needed for the activity, the skills developed through that activity, the steps of the activity, and some ideas for how the activity could be changed to make it easier or harder, or another way that you could do it that could be fun. In addition, the activities are all given a difficulty level—either easy or hard. 
Numbering and Levels
Each card is marked in the top left-hand corner with a code for that particular activity, and is also marked as either easy or hard. For easy cards, your children will not usually need to know or be able to do anything difficult. In other words, very young children who are just starting preschool should not have any problems participating in any of these activities. For example, to participate in easy activities, the children do not need to be able to:

· Recognize the letters of the alphabet

· Recognize their own names

· Count

· Recognise shapes

· Etc.

In general, the lower the card number, the easier the activity, and the more basic the skills they will be developing. 

The hard level cards are best used with children who have been in preschool for a longer time or with children who are older. In some cases, the activities will require the children to think more creatively (for example, think about a shape that is not in front of them) or will require that they have some prior knowledge (like knowing letters or numbers). In general, the higher the card number, the harder the activity and the more complex the skills the children will be developing.
We recommend starting with the easy cards and as children get more comfortable with the activities and have mastered skills in that knowledge area, you can move on to hard cards.

Materials
Almost all of the materials required for these activities are easy to find or make. For example, some of the activities include the use of rocks, leaves, and sticks—all of which should be easy to gather. There are, however, a few special materials that you should make and keep for use with many different activities:

1. Name Cards: Make a card for each child in the class with his or her name on it

2. Letter Cards: Make a card with each letter of the alphabet on it (capital and lowercase, if applicable)

3. Number Cards: Make a card with each digit on it (at least to 9) 

4. Shape Cards: Make cards with different shapes on them

5. Other Cards: You may also wish to make other types of cards, such as simple word cards, animal cards, colour cards, etc.

In some cases, it will be useful to have more than one set of each of these cards. For example, for letter matching games, it is useful to have at least two sets of letter cards. You can ask the children to help you to make sets of cards at the beginning of the school year or once they know their numbers and letters.
Skills Developed

Each card develops a skill or skills in one knowledge area. This is the primary skill that is developed and it is the focus of the activity. Many of the activities also develop skills in one or more other knowledge areas—these are called the secondary skills that are developed. In some cases, the primary skill that is being developed will be in the literacy knowledge area and the secondary skills will be a mixture of skills in both the literacy and math knowledge areas. This is because most learning is interconnected—when a child learns one thing, it connects to learning in many other areas.
Extensions and Variations

In order to make these cards as useful as possible over time, we have included extensions and variations for each activity. Variations are suggestions for different ways to try the activity. In some cases, for example, we will recommend trying the activity outside rather than doing it inside. We may suggest substituting one material for another (like rocks instead of leaves). These variations can be useful if you found that the activity did not work very well or if you lack space or materials. The variations can also be useful if the children have become masters of the activity but they want to keep trying it. Using a variation, you can make the activity seem new again.

In a similar way, extensions can make the activities a little harder. For example, in some activities we recommend that the teacher leads the class in the game. But, once the children or a particular child finds this activity too easy, the extension would be for a child to lead the activity. This makes it more challenging for that child and will help the child to learn more from the activity. The extensions should be used with older or more advanced children in the class, or once the class has mastered the activity as it is written on the card.
Differentiation

Remember that each child is different, with different skill levels in different areas, and different levels of familiarity with different types of activities. If any of the activities seem too difficult for some or all of the children, try to think of ways that you could simplify it to help the children practice the basic skills. When children are more experienced in simpler versions of the activity make the activities more complex so that you keep developing the children’s skills. If the children have different skill levels to one another try to do one of the following things: 1) think of ways that you can divide the class into groups of children who are more comfortable with the activity and groups that are less comfortable with the activity, then give the different groups more or less complex variations of the activity according to their skill level so that every child can participate and be challenged in a suitable way; 2)  have the children in mixed ability groups, with the children who are more comfortable with the activity supporting the other children’s learning in a positive and encouraging way. You will see examples of this in the extensions and variations sections of some of the cards where there are some suggestions for children supporting each other in completing a task, some suggestions for simplifying activities, and some suggestions for making activities more complex. In addition, some of the activity cards are linked with a suggestion that you enable the children to practice the basic skills through a simpler activity before trying the more complex activity

Early Literacy Activity Cards
	Activity
	Number
	Level
	Skills

	
	
	
	Talking & Listening 
	Knowing About the Alphabet
	Understanding About Print
	Knowing What Books Are
	Understanding About Words and Sounds

	Simon Says
	EL 1
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Describing an Object
	EL 2
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	I See
	EL 3
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	What is in the Box
	EL 4
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Guess What I’m Doing!
	EL 5
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Catch and Talk
	EL 6
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Go Round the Circle
	EL 7
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Story Boxes 1
	EL 8
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Acting Out a Song or Rhyme
	EL 9
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	What Next?
	EL 10
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Story Boxes 2
	EL 11
	Hard
	(
	
	
	
	

	Story Boxes 3
	EL 12
	Hard
	(
	
	
	
	

	Making Stories 1
	EL 13
	Hard
	(
	
	
	
	

	Making Stories 2
	EL 14
	Hard
	(
	
	
	
	

	Acting Out the Story
	EL 15
	Hard 
	(
	
	
	
	

	Letter of the Week
	EL 16
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	Name Dance
	EL 17
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	Disappearing Letters 
	EL 18
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	Hunting for Letters
	EL 19
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	Alphabet Memory Game
	EL 20
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	Alphabet Sauce
	EL 21
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	Amazing Amina
	EL 22
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	Alphabet Attendance
	EL 23
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	BINGO!
	EL 24
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	Jumping Game
	EL 25
	Hard
	
	(
	
	
	

	Letters in My Name
	EL 26
	Hard
	
	(
	
	
	

	Picture, Letter, or Word?
	EL 
	Easy
	
	
	(
	
	

	Pictures of People
	EL 24
	Easy
	
	
	(
	
	

	Questions of the Day
	EL 25
	Easy
	
	
	(
	
	

	Class Object Hunt
	EL 26
	Easy
	
	
	(
	
	

	Drawing in Sand or Dirt
	EL 27
	Easy
	
	
	(
	
	

	Letter Pictures
	EL 28
	Easy
	
	
	(
	
	

	Let’s Write a Recipe!
	EL 29
	Easy
	
	
	(
	
	

	Making a Shopping List
	EL 30
	Easy
	
	
	(
	
	

	Matching our Names
	EL 31
	Easy
	
	
	(
	
	

	Writing our Names
	EL 32
	Hard
	
	
	(
	
	

	Whose Name is the Biggest?
	EL 33
	Hard
	
	
	(
	
	

	Making Our Classroom
	EL 34
	Hard
	
	
	(
	
	

	Storybook Stop and Go
	EL 35
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	Exploring Books Together
	EL 36
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	Making a Letter Book
	EL 37
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	Making a Rhyming Book
	EL 38
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	Making a Theme Book
	EL 39
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	Story Pictures
	EL 40
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	Silly Read Aloud
	EL 41
	Hard
	
	
	
	(
	

	Picture Reading
	EL 42
	Hard
	
	
	
	(
	

	Listening to Sounds
	EL 43
	Easy
	
	
	
	
	(

	Where’s My Herd?
	EL 44
	Easy
	
	
	
	
	(

	First Letter Sound Basket
	EL 45
	Easy
	
	
	
	
	(

	Rhyming Basket
	EL 46
	Easy
	
	
	
	
	(

	Mohammed Went to the Market
	EL 47
	Easy
	
	
	
	
	(

	Did You Ever See?
	EL 48
	Easy
	
	
	
	
	(

	Taking a Sound Away
	EL 49
	Hard
	
	
	
	
	(

	SNAP!
	EL 50
	Hard
	
	
	
	
	(

	Which One Does Not Belong
	EL 51
	Hard
	
	
	
	
	(

	Sound Search
	EL 52
	Hard
	
	
	
	
	(

	Say and Clap
	EL 53
	Hard
	
	
	
	
	(

	Mixed Up Words
	EL 54
	Hard
	
	
	
	
	(

	Rhyming Telephone
	EL 55
	Hard
	
	
	
	
	(

	
	
	Total
	15
	11
	12
	8
	13


Early Math Activity Cards

	Activity
	Number
	Level
	Skills

	
	
	
	Numbers & Counting 
	Patterns
	Sorting & Classification
	Comparison & Measurement
	Geometry

	Number of the Week
	EM 1
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Matching Dots
	EM 2
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Matching Children
	EM 3
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	More or Less Dinner
	EM 4
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Numbers Book
	EM 5
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Counting Book
	EM 6
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Number Memory Game
	EM 7
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	How Old Are We?
	EM 8
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Find Your Number!
	EM 9
	Easy
	(
	
	
	
	

	Number Jumping Game
	EM 10
	Hard
	(
	
	
	
	

	Disappearing Numbers
	EM 11
	Hard 
	(
	
	
	
	

	Object Number Lines
	EM 12
	Hard
	(
	
	
	
	

	Our Classroom 
	EM 13
	Hard
	(
	
	
	
	

	Mingle Mingle!
	EM 14
	Hard
	(
	
	
	
	

	Guess the Pattern
	EM 15
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	Make Your Own Pattern
	EM 16
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	Let’s Move
	EM 17
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	Hands and Feet Pattern
	EM 18
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	Music Patterns
	EM 19
	Easy
	
	(
	
	
	

	Silly Moves!
	EM 20
	Hard
	
	(
	
	
	

	Recording a Pattern
	EM 21
	Hard
	
	(
	
	
	

	The Pattern of Our Day
	EM 22
	Hard
	
	(
	
	
	

	Nature Walk
	EM 23
	Easy
	
	
	(
	
	

	Go Touch!
	EM 24
	Easy
	
	
	(
	
	

	Same or Different?
	EM 25
	Easy
	
	
	(
	
	

	Treasure
	EM 26
	Easy
	
	
	(
	
	

	Can You Find What I See? (Math)
	EM 27
	Hard
	
	
	(
	
	

	Sorting Ourselves
	EM 28
	Hard
	
	
	(
	
	

	Bigger and Smaller
	EM 29
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	Which Stick?
	EM 30
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	The Heaviest Rock
	EM 31
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	As Fast as You Can
	EM 32
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	Fill It!
	EM 33
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	Number our Days!
	EM 34
	
	
	
	
	(
	

	Everybody Likes Monday!
	EM 35
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	Who is Taller? Who is Shorter?
	EM 36
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	Babu Says
	EM 37
	Easy
	
	
	
	(
	

	Measure with Your Feet
	EM 38
	Hard
	
	
	
	(
	

	Exploring a Tree
	EM 39
	Hard
	
	
	
	(
	

	Day and Night
	EM 40
	Hard
	
	
	
	(
	

	Shape of the Week
	EM 41
	Easy
	
	
	
	
	(

	Stick Shapes
	EM 42
	Easy
	
	
	
	
	(

	Let’s Act Out Shapes
	EM 43
	Easy
	
	
	
	
	(

	Shape Bingo
	EM 44
	Easy
	
	
	
	
	(

	Shape Hunt
	EM 45
	Easy
	
	
	
	
	(

	Shapes Within Shapes
	EM 46
	Easy
	
	
	
	
	(

	Connecting Shapes
	EM 47
	Hard
	
	
	
	
	(

	Shapes in the Environment
	EM 48
	Hard
	
	
	
	
	(

	Magical Paper
	EM 49
	Hard
	
	
	
	
	(

	Remember Shapes
	EM 50
	Hard
	
	
	
	
	(

	
	
	Total
	14
	8
	6
	12
	10


Talking & Listening
[image: image29.png]EL1-Easy

Simon Says

Description: Children will practice listening carefully and following spoken instructions.

Materials
Primary Skill
Secondary Skills
Directions

Extensions and
Variations

None

© Talking and Listening

Following directions; self-regulation—that is, stopping oneself from doing something.

1. Say, “We are going to play a game called ‘Simon Says."

Askall the children to stand so that they can see and hear you.

Explain, ‘I will tell you to do something and you should do it ONLY if I start by saying “Simon says:"

Say, "Simon says touch your nose!” Watch the children touch their noses

Say, “Clap two times!” If any the children clap, tell them to sit down. You did not say “Simon says? Any

children who did not clap can stay standing and stay in the game.

6. Keep giving the children orders, sometimes starting with “Simon says* and sometimes without saying it. Do
this for 15 minutes or until only one child is left standing.

~ Have one of the children be “Simon”. (the child gives the directions).

Use another name instead of “Simon’.

When playing this game outside, ask the children to do more physically challenging actions, such as running

from one place to another.

uop W






	EL 1 – Easy

Simon Says                         

	Description: Children will practice listening carefully and following spoken instructions through a fun game.


	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening 

	Secondary Skills
	Following instructions; self-discipline—such as, stopping oneself from doing something. 

	Instructions

	1. Say, “We are going to play a fun game called ‘Simon Says.’”
2. Ask all the children to stand so that they can see and hear you.
3. Explain, “We will play a fun game where I will tell you to do something and you should do it ONLY if I start by saying “Simon says.”
4. Say, “Simon says…touch your nose!” Enthusiastically touch your nose and watch the children touch their noses as well.
5. Say, “Clap two times!” If any of the children clap, laugh and say, “I didn’t say Simon Says!” tell them to sit down. Any children who did not clap can stay standing and stay in the game.
6. Keep giving the children instructions, sometimes starting with “Simon says” and sometimes without saying it. Do this for 15 minutes or until only one child is left standing. Be sure to make it fun with your tone of voice, and not just orders.

	Extensions and Variations


	· Have one of the children be “Simon”. (The child gives the instructions).

· Use another name instead of “Simon”. 
· When playing this game outside, ask the children to do more physically challenging actions, such as running from one place to another. 
· Ask children to do 2 step instructions, e.g. “Simon says jump once and then touch your nose.”
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	EL 2 – Easy
Describing an Object

	Description: Children give information to their partner about something the teacher has chosen (e.g. characteristics of a fruit, such as a mango).


	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	[image: image2.png]


 Comparison & Measurement, (Geometry

	Instructions

	1. Choose an object to describe to the children, it helps if it is an object you and the children can see. For example, you could choose a bicycle. 

2. Explain that you are going to play a game where the children will help you remember what an object is like. Try to find as many ways as possible to make this fun, either by using sounds, actions, or just your own enthusiasm.

3. Using lots of enthusiasm, describe the object you have chosen to the children. For example, if you are describing a bicycle, you can start by saying it has two wheels, handlebars to change direction, is usually made from metal, etc.

4. Then tell the children “Now you are going to describing something too!”

5. Divide the children into two groups and ask them to stand in two lines facing one another. 
6. Explain, “You will ask the child facing you to tell you one thing about the fruit [or whatever is being taught].” The child could say something like the color of the fruit, whether the fruit is big or small, how it tastes, etc.”

7. Say “Now, it is your partner’s turn to say something about the same fruit [or whatever you are teaching:  mango, jackfruit, an animal, bird, a certain flower or a vehicle like a bus].  

8. Continue for 15-20 minutes or until the children lose interest. 

	Extensions and Variations
	1. Have a bag or a box full of familiar items (these objects could be related to a story or activity you have just done together.) Ask one child to come and look into the box and choose one item to describe to the rest of the class. The other children then have to try to guess what item is being described.

2. Have the children describe any object that you want them to learn more about.  Sometimes it could be something that they have just read about during interactive reading or Gusomera Hamwe (for example, a boat, a rice field, a baby, a fish, etc.)  

3. Use this activity before doing Activity EL3: I See
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	EL 3 – Easy
I See

	Description: This is a guessing game that develops vocabulary and ideas.  Teacher demonstrates how to give clues about the characteristics of something in the room, and then small groups of children play the game together.


	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	((? Sorting & Classification, [image: image3.png]


 Comparison & Measurement, ( Geometry

	Instructions

	1. Say “Let’s look at this table. What words can we use to describe this table? What color is it?” Let the children answer.
2. Then ask more questions about the table: “How does it feel?” [Hard] “How many legs does it have?” [Four] “What other words can we use to talk about it?” [Flat, big etc.].
3. Say, “Now that we have practiced describing an object, or talking about what it is like, let’s play a game called ‘I see?’”
4. Explain the game to the children: “I am going to look around the room and find one thing that everyone can see.  I will tell you some things about the thing that I see, and you will try to guess what it is. Does everyone understand?” Allow the children to ask questions if they don’t understand.
5. Choose an object in the room and describe it. For example, choose the blackboard (but don’t tell the children). Say “I see something that has four corners. It is black. It is hanging on the wall.  What do you think I see?” 
6. Give the children a chance to guess. They will probably guess correctly that it is the blackboard. If they don’t guess correctly, let them ask questions like: “Is it made of wood?” or “Is it on the floor?” Let them ask three questions then ask them to guess again.
7. Choose another object and repeat the activity. Do this many times, for about fifteen minutes or more, or until the children lose interest.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Vary the game by playing “I See Someone”, talking about the characteristics of a child in the class (clothing, hair, things the child likes to play, etc.). Be careful not to say anything that may make the child feel uncomfortable.
· Instead of choosing the object and letting the children guess, ask the children to get into pairs or small groups and do this activity with their partner/group. They can take turns to guess.
· Try this activity outside as well as inside the classroom.
· Use Activity EL2: Describing an Object before this one to help the children learn to describe an object.
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	EL 4 – Easy
What is in the Box?

	Description: Children try to guess what an object is by touching it without seeing it.

	Materials
	A box, another object

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	(Geometry 

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, place an object that the children are familiar with into a box. It could be a piece of fruit, a rock, a book, a stick, or something else from the classroom or outside. Make sure that the children do not see you putting the object into the box.
2. Say “I’ve put an object into this box [show the children the box]. Each of you will get a chance to come and put your hand into the box. You will be allowed to feel the object but you won’t be able to see it. After everyone has touched it, we will all guess what the thing is.”
3. Invite the children to put their hands in the box one by one. They may say things like “It’s hard!” or “It’s rough!” or “It’s soft.” That is fine. Discourage them from saying what the object is until everyone has had a chance.
4. After everyone has touched the object, say “What do you think it is?”
5. Allow the children to guess what it is. If they are having trouble, ask them to tell you about what the object felt like and then give them some help. If after 5 minutes they do not guess correctly, show them what the object is. 
6. Choose another object and repeat the activity. Do this many times, for about fifteen minutes or more, or until the children lose interest.
7. If the class is too big to allow children to try it one by one, the activity could first be demonstrated in front of the whole class, and then done in small groups. Each group could be given the same object, or different objects could be put in each box and groups move from box to box.

	Extensions and Variations


	· Once the children understand this activity well, they can do this game in small groups where each group gets a box and an object.
· Use Activity EL2: Describing an Object and Activity EL3: I See before this one.
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	EL 5 – Easy
Guess What I’m Doing!                                        

	Description: The teacher acts something out while the children guess.


	Materials
	None.

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	( Understanding Print, ( Knowing About Books (with extensions)

	Instructions

	1. Say “We are going to play a game where I do something without talking and you guess what it is!” 
2. Choose an action or word that you can act out without talking. For example, act out “eating beans” by pretending to eat a bowl of beans. Hold the “bowl” (invisible) in one hand and with the other hand “eat” with a “spoon” (also invisible). 
3. Ask the children to guess what you are doing. Let them suggest answers until they give the right one.
4. Do this many more times, with different actions to guess each time, for 15-20 minutes or until the children lose interest.

	Extensions and Variations


	· Do an action from a character or part of a story from a book you have just read to the children.
· When the children are very familiar with this activity break them into small groups and let them play the game in their own groups.
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	EL 6 – Easy
Catch and Talk 

	Description: Children throw (or roll) a ball from one child to another.  The one who catches the ball says the name of something in a category (such as fruit or animals).

	Materials
	Ball(s)

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	Hand-eye coordination

	Instructions

	1. Say “Please stand up and make a circle.   I have a ball that I will throw to a child, like this—very gently.” Show how to throw the ball—or roll if children are sitting.

2. Say “The child I throw/roll it to will say a word! I will tell you what type of word to say.” [Tell the children what the category is, e.g. names of people, a fruit, an animal, a part of the body, a color etc.]  

3. Then say:  “After you say a word, you gently throw/roll the ball to another child.  Then that child says another example of [the category you are teaching].  If your friend cannot think of a new word, please help him or her!” For example, start with names of people that the children know. They can choose names of children in the class, family members, or any other name that they know. Show them how to do it by saying a name then throwing or rolling the ball to one of the children. Encourage that child to say a name then throw or roll the ball to someone else. Continue doing this until everyone has thrown/rolled the ball at least once.

4. Encourage the children not to repeat words or names that have already been said. If a child is having trouble thinking of something new, ask the class to help him or her.

5. Begin the game and continue, changing the category if needed, for at least 15-20 minutes.  Be sure that all children are given a chance to throw/roll and catch the ball: girls, boys, those who are skilled and those who are not. Be sure to thank the children who help others.

	Extensions and Variations
	4. If you do not have a ball, you can use locally made balls or even make a ball shape from used paper.

5. If the class is large, divide into smaller groups and give each group a ball.  Demonstrate with the whole class first.

6. Write the words on the board as the children say them.  Read them back after the game, pointing at the letters and saying the word slowly.  Ask children to help if they recognize a familiar word.  

7. Use this activity to revise letters of the alphabet. Make the category “words that start with ‘n’” for example. 
8. After finishing the game, ask the class what words they remember their friends saying. 
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	EL 7 - Easy
Go Round the Circle

	Description: The children recite rhymes while playing a game.


	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	None

	Instructions
 
	1. Say “Today, we’re going to play a game. Now, let’s sit in a circle.”

2. Then say these words in a chant: 

[Name] 
[Name] go around the circle,
[Name] go around the circle,
[Name] go around the circle,
Who is next?
3. After repeating the chant many times, tell children about the rules of the game. Say “While we all say the chant, one of you will walk around the circle. We will say the chant using the name of that person. When the chant finishes, the person who is walking will touch the head of another child and will sit down. The child whose head was touched now begins walking around the circle just as the other one did, and we will use their name until the next child is chosen.” 

4. After a while, include a variation. Choose another child and ask “How would you like to walk around the circle?? Maybe you can walk like a butterfly, or a bird!” Other variations could include saying the chant louder or quieter or asking the children to clap whenever they hear a certain word.

5. Do this for 15-20 minutes with different variations.

	Extensions and Variations
	9. Children can play this game in groups to shorten time and to allow every child to walk around the circle once.
10. Once the children are familiar with the chant, you can change the words to tell the child what to go around. E.g. instead of ‘Lili go around the circle’, say ‘Lili go around the tree/swings etc.’ 
11. Children can suggest other things to go around.
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	EL 8 - Easy

Story Boxes 1

	Description: Children will add objects to a box based on a story that the teacher reads to them

	Materials
	A folder or folded card to keep the pictures together, paper and pens

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	( Knowing about Books

	Instructions

	· To prepare, choose 3 or more stories that have simple, easily illustrated main items, e.g. people, houses, books etc.
· Copy/draw these pictures so that for each story you have the important characters and items drawn on a separate piece of paper. E.g. In a story about a boy trying to find his home, you would have to draw separate pictures of the boy and all the houses he visits.
· The first time you read the story with the children, read a page at a time and also hold up the pictures that relate to that part of the story.
· Do this for all the stories you have chosen.
· The next time you tell a story, lay all of the pictures out on a table and tell the children that the pictures from all the different stories are there. When reading the story, ask a child to come and choose the picture that matches that part of the story. 

	Extensions and Variations
	12. Children can draw their own pictures for different stories.
13. Children can do this activity in small groups.
14. Children can collect objects for a story box based on a story read in class.
15. Use this activity before using Activity EL11: Story Boxes 2.
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	EL 9 – Easy 

Acting Out a Song or Rhyme

	Description: Children will do some actions based on the words of a familiar song or rhyme.

	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	123 Numbers & Counting, Self-confidence, Drama

	Instructions


	· After singing a song or saying a rhyme that is familiar to the children, e.g. 5 Speckled Frogs, say “Now we are going to act out this song.” 
· Ask the children, “Who were the animals in this song?” 
· Say “Now we need some of you to pretend to be these frogs. Who would like to be a frog?” Look for volunteers. Try to invite children who have not volunteered before. Try to give both girls and boys a chance.
· Ask the class to sing the song. As they are singing, encourage the children to pretend to be frogs, eating insects and jumping. When each frog ‘jumps into the pool’, have one child at a time jump back to their seat like a frog.
· Repeat the activity with different children as the frogs.
· Do this whenever the children have become very familiar with a new rhyme or song that the children can add actions to / act out

	Extensions and Variations


	· When the children are very familiar with this activity, break them into small groups and let them act out the song on their own in the groups. 
· Ask the children to draw pictures based on the rhyme or song and use these pictures when acting, e.g. draw the frog faces that the children can hold like a mask when they are acting out the song / rhyme.
· Have the children make little models of the characters so the song / rhyme can be acted out with the small figures during ‘free play’ activities.
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	EL 10 - Easy
What Next?

	Description: While reading a story, the teacher asks questions to help the children predict what will happen in the story.

	Materials
	Storybook

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	( Knowing about Books, Using their imaginations.

	Instructions

	1. Sit in a circle with all the children and say “We are going to read a story now. Look at the picture on the cover of the book. Who or what do you think the story will be about?”

2. The children can use the picture on the book to help them to think about what the story is about. For example, if the book has a boy and a goat on the front, the children might say “I think the book is about a boy who owns a goat.” 

3. If a child suggests something that is not correct, do not tell them they are wrong. Ask them why they think that, and then say “That’s an interesting idea. Let’s read the book and see if you are right!”

4. Once some ideas have been discussed, start to read the story to the children. At the end of each page, ask “What do you think will happen next?” Allow some children to make some suggestions before saying “Let’s read on and find out!”

5. Congratulate the children whose predictions are correct. If a child’s predictions were not correct, tell them “It is not important if your ideas were not in the story – your idea was a good one. Well done for trying!”

6. Occasionally, ask the children to predict what word is coming next. E.g. If the sentence is, ‘The girl went to fetch water’, say the words ‘The girl went to fetch….’ and pause. Ask the children, “What could the girl be going to fetch?” Allow the children to make some suggestions, and then say “Let’s read the sentence again and see who was right!”

	Extensions and Variations
	16. Read a story but do not read/show the last page. Ask the children to draw a picture to show what they think happens at the end of the story.

17. Give a book to a group of children and ask them to predict what the story will be just from looking at all the pictures.

18. Write down the different suggestions of what might happen in the story. Before you read the story, help the children develop their own story based on their ideas. Make a different story book, based on the children’s ideas, to go with the front page.
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Story Boxes 2

	When the children are familiar with Story Boxes 1, you can use this activity.

Description: Children will add objects to a box based on a story that the teacher reads to them. 

	Materials
	Small empty box or other container (1 box if teacher is leading the activity; 5 boxes if doing the activity in small groups later in the year), objects to put in the box related to a story   

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	( Knowing about Books

	Instructions

	· To prepare, choose a story that includes some objects that the children in the class may be able to find in the classroom or outside. This should be a story that the children have heard many times and are very familiar with.
· Read this story to the children (this can be done during Interactive Reading Time).
· After reading the story, ask the children “What are some things that were in this story?” Help them to think. Maybe the story mentioned stones or sticks. Maybe there were trees in the story. 
· Tell them “We are going to collect things that remind us of the story we just read and we are going to put them in a box.”  
· Give the children the opportunity to collect a few things to add to the box. If necessary, let the children draw objects or characters on pieces of paper to add to the box.
· Once the box has been put together, tell the story again, showing the objects in the box when they are mentioned in the story.
· Next, invite a child to come and tell the story again using the objects. You can do this many times until the children lose interest. 
· Keep the story box in the reading corner where children can tell the story again using the box and the book.

	Extensions and Variations
	19. Small groups of children can do group storytelling using different story boxes.

20. Teacher can write down the story from the words the children use.  The story can be written on pieces of paper to put together into a book.
21. Children can collect objects for a story box based on a story read in class.

22. Use this activity before using Activity EL12: Story Boxes 3.
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	EL 12 – Hard
Story Boxes 3

	Description: Children will tell a story using objects in a box provided by the teacher.  This helps them to develop oral language skills as well as a “sense of story” (understanding of what a story is).



	Materials
	Small empty box or other container (1 box if teacher is leading the activity; 5 boxes if doing the activity in small groups), interesting objects to put in the box (2 to 4 objects in each box), such as a small ball, an empty cup, a leaf, a toy animal, a piece of cloth, a pencil, etc. Anything you can find!   

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	( Knowing about Books 

	Instructions

	1. Say “Today, we are going to make stories about things that are in this box.  We do not need a book to do this -we will use our imaginations!  So we will have to think hard [point to your head].  I will show you first, and then you will make up a story with different objects.”  

2. Show the class the 3 or 4 objects in the box and then tell a simple, imaginative story in which each of the objects is mentioned.  For example, a little girl found the cup and it was a magic cup!  Etc.
3. Then say “Now you will help make a story with different objects in our story box.”
4. Take out the objects you used and put in 3-4 different objects.  
5. Invite the children to tell a story. Ask things like: “Now, how could your story begin?  What happens first?  Who are the people in the story?  Do they have a problem?  What can happen next?”  
6. Give children enough time to think and volunteer.  Encourage different children to contribute to the story.
7. After they have suggested some stories, say “What good ideas!  You used your imaginations and made a story.”  
8. If you have enough time, give small groups their own Story Box and let them do the activity together.  Or do this on another day, perhaps later in the year.

	Extensions and Variations
	23. Small groups of children can do group storytelling using different story boxes.

24. Children could put objects of their own choosing in the story boxes (from classroom or from outdoors).  
25. Teacher can write down the story from the words the children use.  The story can be written on pieces of paper to put together into a book.
26. Children can collect objects for a story box based on a story read in class.

27. Use this activity after the children have mastered Activity EL8 & EL11: Story Boxes 1 and 2.
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	EL 13 – Hard
Making Stories 1

	Description: Children will tell a story using pictures as story-starters.


	Materials
	Selection of pictures showing actions. If possible use pictures that are linked by the same character.

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	( Knowing about Books 

	Instructions

	1. Say “Today, we are going to make stories about things that are in these pictures. I will show you a picture and I want you to think about what could be happening. For example, here is a picture of a boy running [or whatever picture you have]. Why is he running? Is he running away from somebody? Maybe he is late for school and is running to get there quickly. What do you think is happening?”
2. Ask children to give suggestions about what could be happening.  Give children enough time to think and volunteer.  Encourage different children to contribute to the story. Encourage other children to continue the story by asking “What might happen next?” 

3. If using linked pictures, show all the pictures and encourage the children to tell a story using all the pictures. E.g. “Here the boy is running, and in the next picture he is crying. What do you think has happened to make him cry?”
4. Once the children have finished the story, show them a different picture and ask them to make up a new story about the new picture. You can ask them to do this in small groups, and then ask the groups to tell their story to the rest of the class.

	Extensions and Variations
	28. Small groups of children can do group storytelling using different action pictures.

29. Teacher can write down the story from the words the children use.  The story can be written on pieces of paper to put together into a book.
30. Use this activity after the children have mastered Activity EL8, 11, & 12: Story Boxes 1, 2, & 3.
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	EL 14 - Hard
Making Stories 2

	Description: The teacher begins to tell a story and each child in the class continues. Do this activity after the children are familiar with Activity EL10: Story Boxes 3 and EL12: What Next?.



	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	( Understanding Print (using an extension)

	Instructions

	7. Sit in a circle with all the children and say “We are going to play a game of telling stories together.  Everyone will help!  I will begin telling a story first. I will stop at one part of the story. One of you will continue the story in her/his own way.”

8. Begin telling a story that you made up. Stop after just a few lines. For example:  “Once upon a time there was a small monkey living in the forest and his name was [insert a name].”  Another example: “There once was a little boy and a little girl who lived in a nice village by a river.”
9. Then say “What do you think happened next?” and invite a volunteer to continue the story. Do this many times to continue the story, asking different children to contribute each time. If needed, give help. For example, say “Then what happened?”, “Who else is in this story?” etc.
10. After 15-20 minutes (or whenever it makes sense), end the story. Try to keep the story quite short so that it is easy for the children to remember and to understand.
11. If you cannot get to all the children, then do another story the next day and make sure you choose different children to volunteer sentences.  

	Extensions and Variations
	31. Later in the year, ask a child in the class to begin this story.    

32. Later in the year, write down the sentences in the story as you and the children say them. Read the story again with the children the next day, identifying familiar words.  
33. Ask the children to draw pictures to illustrate the story.
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	EL 15 – Hard
Acting Out the Story                                        

	Description: Children act out the roles of characters in a story that the class has been reading.

	Materials
	A story, blackboard, chalk

	Primary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Secondary Skills
	( Understanding Print,  ( Knowing about Books

	Instructions


	1. After reading the class a story more than once so that the children are very familiar with it, say “Today we are going to act out parts of the story we just heard. Some of you will be characters in the story and the rest of you will watch.” 
2. Ask the children, “Who were the people (or animals) in this story? There was [name of a character]. Who else?” 
3. Write the names on the board and read them to the class, pointing at the words.  
4. Say “Now we need some of you to pretend to be these characters. Who would like to be [name]?” Look for volunteers. Try to invite children who have not volunteered before. Remember that this is pretend, so girls can act out boys’ roles and boys can act out girls’ roles.
5. Remind the children of what happens first in the story, and ask the acting volunteers to act it out. Only some of the children need to act out the story. The rest can be the audience. These children can volunteer to act another time.
6. After they finish, ask the class what happens next in the story (if they don’t remember, remind them) and ask the volunteers to act the next part too. Alternatively, invite new volunteers to act out the next part of the story.
7. Continue doing this until you come to the end of the story, and then thank the volunteer actors for helping out.
8. Do this whenever the children have become very familiar with a story.

	Extensions and Variations


	· When the children are very familiar with this activity, break them into small groups and let them act out the story on their own in the groups.

· Act out the same story more than once. Children will remember more and will become better at acting.
· Do this after Activity EL9: Acting out a Song or Rhyme.


Alphabet Knowledge

	EL 16 - Easy 
Letter of the Week


	Description: Children learn about one letter over the course of a week. 

	Materials
	Blackboard and chalk, paper and pencils 

	Primary Skill
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening, ( Understanding Print , ((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Instructions

	1. Say “Every week we pick a different Letter of the Week. This week’s letter is [insert letter].”

2. Write the letter on the board and say the letter’s name. For example, write the letter “K” and say that the name and sound of the letter is “ka.”

3. Ask them to repeat the sound.

4. Ask the children if they can think of any words that have the sound of the letter in them. For example, there may be a child in the class whose name starts with that sound (for example, Kalisa has the sound “ka” at the start of it). 

5. Write the word(s) on the board, underlining the letter of the week.

6. Give the children stones or beans so that they can practice making the letter (Children make the letters shape using the beans or stones).

7. If paper is available, give each child a sheet of paper and a pencil or have them tracing or writing the letter in the dirt. Show them again how to draw the letter by drawing it on the board. Ask the children to practice drawing the letter. They can do this several times.

8. Over the course of the week, point out to the children every time the Letter of the Week appears in a book, on a poster, or even in the words you use when you are talking to the children. Use other activities to highlight this letter. Keep a list of words that feature this letter on the board or on a sheet of paper. 

9. Make sure that at least two words are added to the list every day.

	Extensions and Variations
	34. Invite children to the board to circle or underline the letter of the week in words that you have written on the board.
35. Ask children to point out where else in the classroom they see the letter of the week. This may be on posters, labels, or other places around the room.
36. Use this activity to make a letter book. As the children learn new letters, have them create a sheet of paper for each letter that includes: the letter, a drawing of something that starts with that letter, and at least one word that starts with that letter. Compile these sheets into an alphabet book or a series of alphabet books (for example: one alphabet book for each child).
37. Use other activities to emphasize this letter.
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	EL 17 - Easy
Name Dance                                        

	Description: Children will play an active game in which they look for letters in their names.

	Materials
	Name cards, alphabet cards, chairs or seating mats (enough space for every child)

	Primary Skill
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening, matching

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, make sure that there are enough chairs or seats for every child in the class and have each child take his or her name card to look after carefully.  Only use alphabet cards that the names of the students in the class start with, put all of the other alphabet cards aside.  If there are only desks in the room and not chairs, the children can be brought outside to stand in a circle, and asked to draw a circle around themselves in the sand or dirt. This circle can be their place.
2. Say “We are going to play a game called ‘Name Dance’. I will hold up a letter. Tell me what that letter is, if it is the same letter that your name starts with, you can get up and dance whilst the class and I sing for you. You can look at your name card to see if the first letter of your name is the same as the letter I am holding up. When I stop singing, you should stop too, and the dancers must sit back down ready to help their friends identify the next letter.”
3. Hold up the first letter. If the children have trouble with the letter, or seeing if their name starts with the same card, help them to sound out the letter and then have them say their names to see if it starts with the same sounds. Also, the children can help each other.
4. When a child has a name that begins with the same letter they should stand up with their name card and say their name for to the other students.
5. Once all the children with the same letter as you are holding up have been identified, sing a song with the class that is familiar to the children. The children who have names that start with the selected letter can dance. After a 15-30 seconds stop and hold up. The dancing children must stop too and then go to sit down in their places. 
6. Once everyone is seated hold up a different letter and start the activity again, continue until every child has had a go. 

	Extensions and Variations
	38. Later in the year, play the same game but now with the LAST letters of the children’s names.  
39. Play this without the children’s name cards for a more difficult version of this game.
40. Try this activity without using names, the children have to suggest a word that begins with that sound.


[image: image45.wmf]

	EL 18 – Easy
Disappearing Letters                          



	Description: Letters are written on the blackboard using water.  Children say what the letter is and watch it disappear.  

	Materials
	Blackboard, small bowl of water

	Primary Skill
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge

	Secondary Skills
	Scientific curiosity and problem-solving

	Instructions

	· Say “Watch!  We are going to write letters on our blackboard using water.  See if you know what the letter is and then watch the letter disappear.”  
· Dip a finger in a bowl of water and write a letter of the alphabet on the blackboard.
· Ask, “Which letter is this?” and let the children answer.
· Watch the letter "disappear" as the water evaporates. Children enjoy the mystery of the disappearing letters and are practicing writing and reading letters at the same time. 
· If any children know their letters, ask for child volunteers to write letters on the board.

· Continue this for several minutes, until all of the letters of the alphabet have been written.

	Extensions and Variations
	41. After doing this activity in a group, put small slates and a container of water in the Books and Writing Corner so children can try it on their own. 

42. Ask for the children’s ideas about why the letters disappear.  Ask them to try things like blowing on the letters to see if they disappear more quickly (builds science and general problem-solving skills).
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	EL 19 - Easy
Hunting for Letters 

	Description: Each child receives a card with a letter, and matches it to a card with the same letter, held by another child.



	Materials
	Alphabet cards (at least two for each letter)

	Primary Skill
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge

	Secondary Skills
	Matching

	Instructions

	· Before beginning, prepare two cards for each letter of the alphabet. 
· Give one of the cards to each child.  (If there are more children than letters, do some extra copies of some of the letters until you have enough cards for each child, and that there are an even number of every letter.)
· Ask the children to stand up and then say “Each of you has one letter.  Now, walk around and find one child who has the same letter as you. Look carefully at your cards to be sure they are the same letter.  When you find your partner come back to the circle and sit together.  See how quickly you can find your partner.” 

· Praise the children who formed teams first, and announce the names of those who have come in second, third, fourth and fifth, etc. Be sure to give all children praise, so that this is not too competitive. Remember that each child has different strengths and learning needs!

· Ask each team to show their cards and say the letter that they have (or the teacher can tell them the name of the letter if they have not learned it yet).
· Mix up the cards and do this again. Continue for 15-20 minutes or until the children lose interest.

	Extensions and Variations
	43. Use only some letters at a time (e.g. vowels, consonants, the first five letters, etc.). Use other letters later in the year, when more have been learned by the children.

44. Instead of 2 identical letters, make matching pairs from one letter card and one card with a word that begins with that letter. They will have to find the child with the letter/word that matches their letter/word.

45. This can be used to organize children into pairs for another activity.
46. Hand out three copies of each letter to form groups of three.

47. Give each child a letter and hide the matching letter around the room for them to find.
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	EL 20 - Easy

Alphabet Memory Game

	Description: In small groups, children will play a memory game using cards with letters of the alphabet.



	Materials
	Alphabet cards

	Primary Skill
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge

	Secondary Skills
	Memory

	Instructions

	1. To prepare make a set of 16 cards with 8 different letters, each with a matching card

2. Say “Please get into small groups of 4 or 5 children [they should learn how to do this early in the year].  I will give each group some cards with alphabet letters on them.  There are two cards of each letter.  When you get the cards, mix them up and turn them over so you cannot see the letters.  Now mix them up again and put them into 4 rows.  Take turns turning over TWO cards at a time.  If they are the same letter, then you can keep the cards.  If the letters are different, turn them back over in the same place and the next child has a turn.” [Teacher should demonstrate how to play the game BEFORE children play in groups.]

3. Only use the letters that the children know and/or the letters that you are studying that week.
4. Demonstrate this to the whole class the first time that the game is played.

5. Distribute sets of cards to each group.  Be sure each group receives sets that include 2 matching cards for each letter.  There should be no more than 16 cards altogether (8 pairs of letters – you can use 8 different letters, or letters can be used more than 2 times).

6. Walk around and help any groups that are having trouble.  When they have matched all the cards, they can mix them up and begin again.

	Extensions and Variations
	48. If this is a difficult task for the children ask them to get into pairs and use only 10 cards in 2 rows.

49. Ask the children to say the sound(s) of the letter when they turn up a matching pair.

50. Ask the children to name a word with that letter when they turn up a matching pair.  
51. When the children can read simple words, ask them to match a letter to a word that begins with that letter.
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	EL 21 - Easy
Alphabet Sauce

	Description: Children will practice recognising letters and thinking of words that begin with that letter. 



	Materials
	Alphabet cards, bowl, paper, drawing materials (colored pencils, crayons, or markers)

	Primary Skill
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening, ( Understanding Print, ((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Instructions

	1. Say “Look!  I have a bowl of sauce.  How many of you eat sauce? It is an alphabet sauce.  Let me stir up my sauce.  Now I will close my eyes and pick out a letter.”  Pretend to be stirring sauce. Taste the sauce. Pretend to add ingredients.  Then hold up the letter card. 
2. Ask the children what letter is on the card. Call on children so that the same children do not always answer.  

3. Then say “Who can think of a word that begins with this letter?”  

4. The children call out words that they think begin with the same letter. The teacher can write these on the board, pointing to the letters as he/she writes. If the children are finding this difficult, help them by giving some examples.
5. Then say “Now you can draw a picture of something that begins with this letter.”  

6. Give the children some time, and they can show their pictures to their friends.

7. Continue with picking out other letters that are in the bowl.  

	Extensions and Variations
	52. Ask the children to look around the classroom and see if they see anything that begins with the letter the teacher has picked.  
53. Make this “Word Sauce” later in the year as the children begin to recognise words. You can also use the names of the children in the classroom.
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	EL 22 - Easy 
Amazing Amina 

	Description: Children play a game to help them practice using letters in alphabetical order and using words to describe people.



	Materials
	Paper, drawing materials (colored pencils, crayons, or markers), name cards, tape (or staples or some other way to fasten the pages together)

	Primary Skill
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening, ((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Instructions

	2. Say “We are going to play a game that is really fun.  You will have to think hard!”

3. Ask one child to start by naming a person in the class whose name begins with a particular letter of the alphabet [or the first letter of the alphabet] and using an word to describe him/her that also begins with that sound.  The describing word can be silly; that is fine! 

4. Give several examples so that the children understand that both words need to begin with the same sound.  

5. Then each child takes a turn, going around the circle/down the line until the group has finished the alphabet. For example: Amazing Amina would be first, followed by Beautiful Bonnie.  

6. If it will take too long to go through the entire alphabet, just do (for example) the first 15 letters, or just do the names of the children in the class.  

	Extensions and Variations
	54. Encourage children to help each other during the game.
55. Write each name and adjective on the blackboard or sheet of paper and review them on other days, adding more examples. (be careful that the describing words used are not hurtful)
56. If the children cannot think of describing words to describe a person, the teacher can suggest the describing word while the children think of just the names.  Children should feel successful.
57. Instead of using describing words, do this activity using the names of animals or fruit instead of adjectives. For example, Amina Apple! Or Amina the Ant! Add these words to the back of the children’s name cards.
58. You can use the name of other people, not just the children in the classroom.
59. This game can also be played not in alphabetical order (in other words, not for attendance).
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	EL 23 - Easy 
Alphabet Attendance

	Description: This activity uses “Taking Attendance” time to help children recognize the letter that their name begins with, and also alphabetical order.  



	Materials
	List of children, name cards

	Primary Skill
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge

	Secondary Skills
	None

	Instructions

	2. To prepare, hand out the children’s name cards then tell the children that you will be checking to see if everybody has come to school today. 

3. Tell the children to stand and to say “present” as their names are called. 

4. Tell the children to pay attention because there will be a pattern to the order in which the names are called.  For example, you can call the children by the first letter of their name, in alphabetical order.  

5. First call the names that start with the letter “A.”  Have these children turn their name card. Now call the rest of the names in alphabetic order. 

	Extensions and Variations
	60. Use the “Letter of the Day” or “Letter of the Week”.  Call first those children whose names begin with that letter.  You can also call children who have that letter somewhere in their name.  Take time to show the children where the letter is on their name cards.
61. Ask one of the children to be the attendance taker.
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	EL 24 - Easy 
BINGO!

	Description: Teacher will show children letter cards and the children will mark them on their bingo cards.

	Materials
	Letter cards, bingo cards (enough for one per child), small stones (at least nine per child)

	Primary Skill
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge

	Secondary Skills
	listening

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, make cards with nine random letters on them. Make one card for each child. Every card should be different. Give the cards to the children. The cards might look like this:

Bingo!

B

E

D

R

U

L

N

W

S

2. Say “Now we will play a game with our letter cards.  Please sit close enough so that you can see these cards.  I’ll hold up a card.  If you know the name of the letter on the card, shout it out.  Then look at your bingo card and if you have that letter, put a stone over it. Once you have filled your card and every letter is covered with a stone, you win!”

3. Begin the game.  

4. Help any children that are struggling by pointing out the target letter on their card. 

5. The person that fills out their card first wins!

6. When the game is over, collect the cards for another day.

	Extensions and Variations
	62. Divide the children into small groups with one child in each group assigned as the leader (Here, choose a child that seems to know the letters well.  Be sure to choose girls as well as boys).  That child will be given a pile of alphabet cards and will hold them up for the other children to think of the name of the letter (similar to what they have seen the teacher do).  This gives more children a chance to participate.  
63. Ask the children who are holding different letters to hold the letter up and say it to the class.  Or, children can be asked to think of a word beginning with that letter, or having that letter in the word (later in the year).
64. If necessary, this game can be played using only the blackboard and the children’s notebooks. Write a selection of letters (e.g. 9 letters) on the board and ask the children to choose a few of them (e.g. 3 of them) and write them into their notebooks. If you hold up a letter card that matches one of the letters the child has written, they can put a line through it. When they have put a line through all of their letters, they have won!
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	EL 25 - Hard 
Jumping Game

	Description: Children learn letters and sounds of each letter by playing a jumping game.

	Materials
	Chalk

	Primary Skill
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge

	Secondary Skills
	Gross motor skills

	Instructions

	1. The teacher draws a three-square table on the ground with chalk (in class) or in the soil (outdoors). In each square, put one letter. For example:
K

E

L

2. Then explain to children the rules for the game. Say “We will now play a game. Each one of you will step on each letter in the block as you cross them. As you step on each letter, you will say the letter out loud.” 

3. Demonstrate by stepping into the first square and saying the letter (“K!”), then jump to the next square and say the letter (“E!”), then jump to the final square and say the letter (“L!”).

4. Allow all children to participate. Praise children who can do it and encourage those who are unable to do it to try again.

5. Over time, make sure to mix up the letters so that children are not just reciting them from memory.
6. Do this for 15-20 minutes or until the children lose interest.

	Extensions and Variations
	1. Add more letters over time so that it becomes a four-square block, five, and longer. Do this as the children learn new letters. For example: 
A

F

J

P

O

H

2. Increase the level of difficulty. For example, children can keep their eyes up as they try to step on the letter in each block or they could jump and hop on the letters.
3. Ask children to point out where else in the classroom these letters are..
4. With large numbers, you can demonstrate the game first and then put the children into groups. Draw one set of squares for each group, and allow them to play in small groups.
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EL 26 - Hard
Letters in My Name

	Description: Children will use their name cards to learn the letters in their own name and other children’s names.



	Materials
	Name cards, paper, pencils

	Primary Skill
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge

	Secondary Skills
	( Understanding Print

	Instructions

	1. Give each child his or her name card, a piece of paper, and a pencil. 

2. Ask the children to look carefully at the letters in their name.

3. Take one child’s name card (one that has a name without too many letters).  Ask the class to look at this as you hold it up.  Practice spelling the name and saying the letters in that name.

4. Then ask the children if one of them has one of the same letters in his or her name (maybe it is the first letter or another letter).  Ask that child to come up with his or her card.  Help the child point to the letter or letters that are the same.  Be sure the other children can see this.

5. Continue with other children, asking who else has a letter in his or her name that is the same as one of the letters in the first child’s name.  Again, be sure that the class is sitting so that they can see the letters well.   The teacher can also copy the letters onto the board.
6. Then ask each child to copy their name onto a piece of paper.  Go around and help children who are having difficulty.  Praise the children for trying.
7. Do this for 15-20 minutes. Repeat on another day with other children’s names.

	Extensions and Variations
	5. After the children have developed good alphabet knowledge, ask each child to draw something that begins with the same letter as his or her name (do this after the children have tried EL22 a few times).  Have the children show their drawings to their friends when they are finished.  Help children who are finding it difficult.  


Understanding Print
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	EL 27 – Easy
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	Description: Children will sort pictures, letters, and words. 


	Materials
	Pictures (cut out from magazines, children’s drawings, or similar), letter cards, and cards with words on them

	Primary Skill
	( Understanding Print 

	Secondary Skills
	None

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, gather several pictures, letter cards, and word cards. Mix them up so that all of the pictures, letters, and words are all mixed up together.
2. Say, “We are going to look at different things. Some of them are pictures, some are words, and some are letters of the alphabet. You are going to help me to decide which is which.”
3. Hold up the first card and say “Is this a picture, a word, or a letter?” Allow the children to answer. Congratulate the children when they get it right.
4. Do this over again until you have gone through the entire pile.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Instead of doing this as a whole-group activity, you can give small groups or individual children mixed up piles of picture, word, and letter cards and have them sort them into 3 piles, one with pictures, one with letters and one with words.
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	EL 28 – Easy

Pictures of People                   

	Description: Children will draw a picture of a friend, and then write the friend’s name and describe some things about the friend. 



	Materials
	Paper, drawing materials (colored pencils, crayons, or markers), name cards

	Primary Skill
	( Understanding Print 

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening, ABC Alphabet Knowledge, Fine motor skills 

	Instructions

	1. Say, “We are going to draw pictures of our friends in the class. Everybody find one friend and sit opposite them!”
2. 2. Make sure that each child has a partner then give each child paper, drawing tools, and his or her name card. Explain, “Each of you has a sheet of paper and some colors to draw with and your name card. Look at your partner’s face. What does your friend look like? Look at his or her eyes, hair, nose, and mouth. What kind of shirt is your friend wearing? Now draw a picture of your friend.”
3. Give the children 10 - 20 minutes to draw their friend, depending on their attention span. As they are doing this, walk around the room and tell the children what a great job they are doing. Say nice things about the features of their drawings.
4. Once most of the children are done with their drawings, say “Now give your name card to your partner. You are going to write your friend’s name on your drawing.”

5. Say “Would anyone like to share their drawings with the class?” and invite a few volunteers to share. 

6. Hang the pictures on the wall of the classroom.

	Extensions and Variations


	· Do the activity at different times, pairing up different children so that they get to know each other better. 

· Ask the children to write something about their friend on the portrait, using letters that they know.
· Send the pictures home with the children.
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	EL 29 - Easy 

Question of the Day

	Description: The children read the Question of the Day with the teacher’s help and draw their answer; the teacher writes some of the words that they use to describe their picture.



	Materials
	Chalkboard & chalk or a large sheet of paper and marker, paper, drawing materials (colored pencils, crayons, or markers)

	Primary Skills
	( Understanding Print

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	1. As you do every day, write the question of the day on the board:  For example “What did you do at the market?” “What did you do after school yesterday?” “What is your favorite food?” or any other question that has many possible answers, and not just one right answer.
2. Ask the children to draw something that they can buy at the market (or something related to the question of the day).
3. While they are drawing, walk around the room and ask individual children questions about what they are drawing. Ask them to explain their pictures. 

4. Then ask a few children to come up, show their drawing, and talk about what they drew.  Encourage the child to say more about their picture by asking questions. Other children can also ask questions.  

5. Write a word from the child’s story on the blackboard (for example, “potatoes”).  After several children have shared their work, collect the drawings and hang them on the wall.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Ask each child to choose one word to write below his or her drawing.  Help children with their writing; early in the year, they can just use “pretend writing.” 
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	EL 30 - Easy
Class Object Search

	Description: The children use a list to find objects in the classroom.


	Materials
	Chalkboard and chalk or large paper

	Primary Skill
	( Understanding Print

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	1. Say “Today we are going to play a game, and I need your help.  First, look around our classroom.  What objects do you see?  I will write each one down as you name it.”  

2. Write down the names of the objects in a list (on chalkboard or large paper).  Say the name of each object as you write it, and point to the letters in its name.  

3. When you have a list with at least as many items on it as there are children in the room, stop. Next, say “Now let’s use our list to find these objects in the room.  I see the word ‘blocks,’ [for example].  [Name of child], can you please go stand next to the blocks?” The child then must find that object and go stand next to it.

4. Continue until all children are standing next to one of the objects on the list.  Then say “You did a great job.  This list really helped us to remember what objects you had noticed, didn’t it?”

	Extensions and Variations
	· If there are many children and it would take too long, do the activity with just half as many children and continue the next day.  Leave the list up on the board or wall so that children can try to find the objects themselves, probably with your help.
· This activity can be repeated at different times during the year.  Later in the year, the children may be able to read some of the words on the list and can help you name those objects.  
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	EL 31 - Easy 
Drawing in Sand or Dirt

	Description: Children practice writing letters by using their finger or a stick to write letters in sand or dirt.



	Materials
	Dirt or sand, smoothed so that it is flat; a stick

	Primary Skill
	( Understanding Print 

	Secondary Skills
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge

	Instructions

	1. Gather a small group of children.  

2. Draw a letter in the sand or dirt with your finger or a stick.  This should be a letter they already know.  

3. Ask the children what the letter is, and ask the children to try to copy that letter.

4. Guide their hands if they need help.  Use different letters depending on what the children are learning.   

5. Let the children continue to play independently, but check back to see how they are doing and encourage them.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Give children some letter cards and ask them to try to copy those letters in the sand or dirt.
· Ask the children to try to write the letters of their own names or other words they know in the dirt or sand.


[image: image62.wmf]

	EL 32 - Easy 
Letter Pictures

	Description: Children will learn about the letters of the alphabet by learning the shapes that make up the letters.


	Materials
	Paper & drawing materials (colored pencils, crayons, or markers) or dirt or sand and stick or blackboard and chalk

	Primary Skill
	( Understanding Print

	Secondary Skills
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge , (Geometry

	Instructions

	1. Say “Today you will draw shapes. I will draw it first and then you will try!  What does that mean?  Let me show you.”  

2. On the board, draw just one shape that, when combined with other shapes, makes up a letter of the alphabet. 
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3. Draw one shape and have the children copy it, either in their notebooks, on paper, on the chalkboard, in the dirt, or in sand. Have them try making the same several times in several different sizes.

4. Once they have mastered the shape, give them the next shape in the letter. Have them practice making that shape as well.

5. Continue until you have all of the shapes needed to write one letter then show the children how to combine them to make the letter. 

6. Let the children practice until they are comfortable drawing that shape.

7. Then say:  “You just learned how to write a letter! This is the letter [name of letter]. It makes this/these sound(s): [sound(s) of letter]. You can find this letter in [child’s name]’s name and in [word familiar to the children that begins with the target letter]. Let’s practice saying the letter as we write it.”

8. Help the children draw the letter a few more times while saying the letter name.   

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this to introduce each of the letters of the alphabet.
· Can also trace or ‘draw’ the letter using pebbles or beans.
· Link this activity to the “Letter of the Day”
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	EL 33 – Easy

Let’s Write a Recipe!
                                          

	Description: Children work with the teacher to write the recipe for a local dish.

	Materials
	Blackboard (or large paper), chalk, paper, and pencil or pen

	Primary Skill
	( Understanding Print 

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	1. Choose a local dish that all of the children are familiar with. If possible, it should be something with only a few steps and a few ingredients. 
2. Say “Today we are going to write a recipe for [insert name of local dish]. Has everyone eaten this before? Do you like it? Does it taste good?” Talk about the dish for short while.
3. Next, ask the children “What is in this dish?” Give them opportunity to suggest the ingredients of this dish. If they need help, give it to them . 
4. As they name ingredients, write them on the board. Continue until all of the ingredients have been listed.
5. Next say “Great! We have all of the ingredients for the recipe.  Now let’s talk about what we need to do to make the recipe. What do we do first to make this dish?” Call on the children to suggest what the first step might be. 
6. Once they have suggested the first step, write it on the board with “Step 1” next to it.
7. Ask the children to act out the first step. Show them how to do it if they need help.
8. Then say “After we do [Step 1], what comes next?” Call on the children to suggest what the next step might be.
9. Once they have suggested the step, write it on the board with “Step 2” next to it.
10. Ask the children to act out the next step. Show them how to do it if they need help.
11. Repeat steps 8-10 with the next steps in the recipe until the recipe is complete.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Think of different recipes to write.
· If there is time, children can draw pictures to go with the recipe.
· After finishing the activity, ask the children to retell the steps and/or ingredients of the recipe.
· Include quantitites in the recipe to ad a link to numbers.
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	EL 34 – Easy
Making a Shopping List

	Description: The children make a shopping list with the teacher’s help.


	Materials
	Chalkboard & chalk or a large sheet of paper and a marker

	Primary Skill
	( Understanding Print

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	6. Ask the children “Do you go to the market with your mother?”  Invite them to talk about that.

7. Then say “Let us pretend we are going shopping at the market.  We will write down a list of what we want to buy.  [Name of child in class], what would you buy at the market?”  

8. Write down each child’s suggestions on a large piece of paper or the chalkboard. As you write each word, say it clearly and point to the letters as you write them:  “That says ‘apple’.’”  

9. Do this until you have many items on your list.

10. Say that writing down a list helps you remember things.  
11. Ask the children to remember what they included on this list. Ask for volunteers to suggest words that are on the list.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Make lists often during the year.  Besides a shopping list, other lists can include (a) a list of the children’s brothers and sisters; (b) a list of the kinds of work that people in their village do; (c) a list of animals that are found in their village; or any other list that is meaningful to the children.  

· If possible, put a heading, such as “Our Shopping List,” on each list and post the lists up in the classroom.  

· During Corner Time, sometimes encourage children to make lists.  They can use “pretend writing” or you can help them write the words.
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	EL 35 – Easy

Matching our Names                              

	Description: Children match their names on their name cards to their names on the blackboard.


	Materials
	Blackboard, chalk, name cards

	Primary Skill
	( Understanding Print 

	Secondary Skills
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge 

	Instructions

	1. Write all of the children’s Christian names on the board in groups of five. 
2. Say, “We are going to see if we can find our names on the board!”
3. Call the first group of five names and invite the children to the front of the room.  Ask them to bring their name cards. 
4. Ask them each to use their name card to try to find their name on the board. Show them the group where their name is located, but do not show them which name is theirs. (If they cannot find their name, help them.)
5. Once they have found their name, they should point to it and say it out loud to the class. 
6. Continue the activity by asking the next group of five children to come to the board. 
7. Do this for all of the children in the class, or until the children lose interest. If there are too many children in the class to do it for everyone at the same time, you can continue with the other groups of children the next day.

	Extensions and Variations


	· Use this activity to take attendance first thing in the morning.
· Use the activity often early in the year so that the children can quickly and successfully recognize their name as it is written.  
· Once children are familiar with their written names, use this activity without the name cards (just ask the children to come to the board to find their name).
· The name cards can be used for many other activities (see other Activity Cards for examples)
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	EL 36 – Hard

Writing our Names                                

	Description: Children write their names on the blackboard using their name cards as a guide.


	Materials
	Blackboard, chalk, name cards

	Primary Skill
	( Understanding Print 

	Secondary Skills
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge 

	Instructions

	7. Give each child his or her name card.
8. Say, “We are going to write our names on the board!”
9. Call five children to the board. Make sure they bring their name cards. 
10. Ask them each to use their name card as a model to write their name on the board. (If they need help writing, help them.)
11. Once they have written their name, they should point to it and say it out loud to the class. 
12. Continue the activity by asking the next group of five children to come to the board. 
13. Do this for all of the children in the class, or until the children lose interest. If there are too many children in the class to do it for everyone at the same time, you can continue with the other groups of children the next day.

	Extensions and Variations


	· Use this activity after you have done Activity EL31: Matching Our Names several times.
· Use this activity to take attendance first thing in the morning.
· The name cards can be used for many other activities (see other Activity Cards for examples)
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	EL 37 - Hard

Whose Name is the Longest?                                  

	Description: Children notice that names that are shorter to say usually have the fewest letters.  

	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	( Understanding Print

	Secondary Skills
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge, 123 Numbers & Counting, [image: image4.png]


 Comparison & Measurement

	Instructions

	1. Say “Today, we are going to use your name cards to learn something new.  Please, take your name card and sit holding the card.  Turn the card over so that your name is hidden.  Is everyone ready?” 

2. Then say “Now, let’s think about the names of the children in this class.  Whose name do you think is the biggest?”  The children may confuse having a “big” (or long) name with being the biggest or tallest in the class.  

3. Say the name of one of the children—one that has quite a few syllables—and help the children hear that this is a name that takes a longer time to say.  

4. Then say “Now, who has a very short name—one that does not take long to say?”  Ask them to think of examples.  

5. Continue with many examples of children whose names are shorter or longer.  Do not talk about the letters in their names yet; just how long it takes to say them. Even though the children may not know the word “syllable,” the teacher can emphasize that some names have many syllables (can clap the syllables).

6. After the children understand that some names take longer to say (pronounce) than others, ask the children to turn over their name cards.  Use a few as examples, emphasizing by showing the cards that the names that are short and quick/easy to say also have very few letters in them.  Names that take longer to pronounce have more letters.  

7. Ask each child to turn to the child next to him or her and compare their name cards.  Which has the longer and the shorter name, or are they the same?  Show examples to the rest of the class.

8. Finish the activity by asking those children whose names are very short to be the first to put their cards back, and then children whose names are longer.  Let the children decide by looking at their name cards.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Display the name cards on the wall from shortest to longest name.

· During other activities, point out to the children which words are shorter and longer (number of letters).
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	EL 38 - Hard 
Making Our Classroom

	Description: In small groups, children will draw and write labels for different things in their classroom.



	Materials
	Chart paper (one for each group), drawing materials (colored pencils, crayons, or markers)

	Primary Skill
	( Understanding Print 

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening, ABC Alphabet Knowledge

	Instructions

	1. Say “Today we are going to think about all the things that are in our classroom.  We will talk about this together first, and then you will draw some of the things with your friends.  We will also write words to describe these things.”

2. Ask the children “Who can think of something that you can see in this classroom?”  

3. Take answers and write each on the board or chart paper, using clear, large handwriting.  Say the word or words as you write them.  For example:  “‘Chairs.’ This word says ‘chairs.’” 

4. Spell the word and read the whole thing.  Continue asking for ideas about things in the classroom until you have 5 or 6 words.  

5. Write each word on a card or small piece of paper for the group that will draw that thing.

6. Say “Now, please make 5 groups (or 6, depending on how many children and how many different things in the classroom they thought of). I will give each group some pencils or other drawing tools. Group 1, you will draw [Chairs, for example] in the classroom. Group 2, you will draw some [continue with whatever 5 or 6 things the class had thought of]. Please write the word that I am giving you on your paper.”

7. As the groups draw on their chart paper, go around to each group and discuss what they are drawing.  Before they finish, ask one child to copy the word (“Chairs” or “Books,” etc.) onto the paper.  

8. Then have each small group show their drawing to the rest of the class and read out the word they have written.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Tape all the papers together and display on the classroom wall.
· Ask the children to dictate a story about the classroom when they have finished the drawings.  Write what they say on another piece of paper and put that beside the drawings.            


Knowing About Books 
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	EL 39 – Easy
Storybook Stop and Go

	Description: Children learn where to start and stop when reading.

	Materials
	Storybook, toy car or a pebble

	Primary Skill
	( Knowing About Books

	Secondary Skills
	None

	Instructions

	1. Use a simple storybook with just one line of print per page. 
2. Take a toy car or pebble or some other object and ask the children if they know where you should start reading. Invite a volunteer to put the car on the spot where you start reading. 

3. If they don’t know, put the car in the correct spot and say that it is where one starts reading. 

4. Then say “GO!” and “drive” the car or pebble along the words as you read them. 

5. When you get to the last word, say “STOP!”

6. Now give each child their own book and toy car or pebble and let them practice “driving” it across the words. They should say “GO!” and “STOP!” 

	Extensions and Variations
	· Use a class book which children have made previously
· Use a book with more lines per page.
· Children can work in groups and use crayons to color in the starting and ending point of the story in their books.
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	EL 40 – Easy
Exploring Books Together

	Description: In small groups, children look at some of the class books and then tell their classmates things about their book. 
Use this activity card after children are familiar with EL11: Making Stories 1


	Materials
	Storybooks (ones that haven’t been read yet)

	Primary Skill
	( Knowing About Books

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening, ( Understanding Print

	Instructions

	1. Say “Today you will look at some of the books we have been reading, and some others that we have not read yet.  Then you will tell your friends about the books.  Please get into small groups of 4 or 5 children each.  I will give each group one book.  With your friends, look at the book.  What is the book about?  Look at the pictures and the words if you know them.  These will tell you something about the story.  Start at the beginning and turn the pages carefully, one at a time, from the beginning to the end.” Give them a demonstration of how to turn the pages carefully.

2. Give them time to explore the book together (5 minutes or so).  Walk around to be sure that they are all involved.  Ask questions as they are exploring their books, such as “Who are some of the people in this story?  What do you think happens?”

3. After they have had a chance to look at the book, ask the children to sit back in their groups and listen to each other.

4. Ask the first group to come to the front and say, “Can you hold up your book so everyone can see it?  What do you think this book is about?  What could the story be about? Who are the characters in the book?  Can you show a picture that you like?”

5. Encourage each group to say some things about their book then say a little more, such as “Yes, it IS about two birds.  They fly very far away.  The title of this book is ___” Read and point to the book’s title, or perhaps read one or two of the pages.

6. Finish by saying “You learned so much about these books! Many of them will be in the Books and Writing Corner, and we will read many of them during our Storybook Reading Time.  It is such fun to read books, and when you learn to read words you will know even more about what is in these books.  That will be very exciting!” 

	Extensions and Variations
	· Ask each small group to show their classmates some letters or words that they know, in the book’s title or on one page of the book.

· Engage the children with their observation on reading and by asking questions. Say: “Do you see how there is a capital letter at the beginning of this sentence?” or “let’s see how to say this word. Let’s make the sounds and see what word we can hear.” 
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	EL 41- Easy 
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Making a Letter Book

	Description: Children will work together to make a class book that they can “read” later. 



	Materials
	Paper, drawing materials (colored pencils, crayons, or markers), name cards, tape (or staples or some other way to fasten the pages together), chalkboard, chalk

	Primary Skill
	( Knowing About Books 

	Secondary Skills
	ABC Alphabet Knowledge, ( Understanding Print, ((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Instructions

	1. Say “Today we are going to make a book together.  I have read many storybooks to you, and you look at books during corner time.  But now you can be the authors—the people who write books.  Today our book will be about the letters of the alphabet.”

2. Say: “I will give each of you a piece of paper and a pencil and I will write a letter of the alphabet on the board. See if you can write it on your sheet of paper.” Write the letter of the week on the board.

3. Give the children an opportunity to write the letter. Help those that need it.

4. Then say, “Let’s try to think about words that start with that letter.” Make the sound of the letter and let the children suggest words that start with that letter. Prompt them if they need help. Write the words they come up with on the board. 

5. Then say, “Now let’s draw some of these things for our book. You can pick any of the things that we just listed since they all start with the letter that our book is about.”  

6. Say “Please write your name on your page, so that we know who the author of the page is.” Help them write their names if they need help. They can also use their name cards as a model.

7. Then say “Now everyone is finished.  Will someone help me collect the pages of our book?  Now watch:  I will put the pages together, with the cover in the front.”

8. Now “read” the book to the class, from front to back, commenting on each picture and whatever else the children have written.

9. Say:  “I will put this book in the Books and Writing Corner, so that you can look at it during Corner Time.”

	Extensions and Variations
	· When children have learnt some letters and words, they can try to write the name of the object.
· Small groups of children can also make a book together.  Give suggestions about what their book may be about.  Then they can share their book with their classmates.  
· Make a book for each letter of the alphabet, and a book for the entire alphabet.
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	EL 42 - Easy 
Making a Rhyming Book 

	Description: Children will work together to make a class rhyming book that they can read/explore later. 

	Materials
	Paper, drawing materials (colored pencils, crayons, or markers), name cards, tape (or staples or some other way to fasten the pages together)

	Primary Skill
	( Knowing About Books 

	Secondary Skills
	( Understanding Print, ((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Instructions

	1. Say “Today we are going to make a book together.  I have read many storybooks to you, and you look at books during corner time.  But now you can be the authors—the people who write books.  Today our book will be a rhyming book. We are going to put in words that sound alike into this book.”

2. Say: “I will give each of you a piece of paper and a pencil and you are each going to make your own page for our book.”

3. Choose a simple rhyming word, like pot, and ask the children what words sound like it. If they need help, give the children some examples. For example: abana, Imana.
4. Write the words they suggest on the board. When you have a long list, walk around the room and write one of the words on each of the children’s sheets of paper and tell them what the word says.

5. Next, tell the children to draw a picture that shows what the word is. 

6. When they have done this, say “Please write your name on your page, so that we know who the author of the page is.” Help them write their names if they need help. They can also use their name cards as a model.

7. Then say “Now everyone is finished.  Will someone help me collect the pages of our book?  Now watch:  I will put the pages together, with the cover in the front.” (the teacher should make a suitable cover page, or choose a picture to be the cover page with the children)

8. Fasten the pages together.

9. Now “read” the book to the class, from front to back, commenting on each picture and whatever else the children have written.

10. Say:  “I will put this book in the Books and Writing Corner, so that you can look at it during Corner Time.”

	Extensions and Variations
	· Small groups of children can also make a book together.  Give suggestions about what their book may be about.  Then they can share their book with their classmates.
· Make many of these rhyming books using different rhyming words. A rhyming book can also include just rhyming pairs of words, like inoti/ikoti, isoko/inkoko, etc.  
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EL 43 - Easy 
Making a Topic Book 

	Description: Children will work together to make a class book that they can “read” later. 



	Materials
	Paper, drawing materials (colored pencils, crayons, or markers), name cards, tape (or staples or some other way to fasten the pages together)

	Primary Skill
	( Knowing About Books 

	Secondary Skills
	( Understanding Print

	Instructions

	1. Say “Today we are going to make a book together.  I have read many storybooks to you, and you look at books during corner time.  But now you can be the authors—the people who write books.  Today our book will be about ___ [Use any topic the children are interested in.]  The name of our book will be ___, and the authors will be all the children in our class.”

2. Say: “I will give each of you a piece of paper and a pencil.  Think about what you can draw for ONE PAGE of our book.”  

3. Give more examples or instructions, depending on what the topic is.  For example: “Each of you could draw something you like to eat [if the title of the book will be Food We Like]. 

4. Say “Please write your name on your page, so that we know who the author of the page is.” Help them write their names if they need help. They can also use their name cards as a model.

5. Give the children time to think about what to draw, draw their picture, and write their name (some will need help, so walk around and give help as needed—children can also help each other).

6. Then say “Now everyone is finished.  Will someone help me collect the pages of our book?  Now watch:  I will put the pages together, with the cover in the front.” (the teacher should make a suitable cover page)

7. Fasten the pages together.

8. Now “read” the book to the class, from front to back, commenting on each picture and whatever else the children have written.

9. Say:  “I will put this book in the Books and Writing Corner, so that you can look at it during Corner Time.”

	Extensions and Variations
	· Ideas for books: What I Like to Eat, What I See on the Way to School, I Can, The Best Color, Shapes, Sizes, Opposites, What Friends Do, Feelings, What Smells Good, In the Market, etc.
· When children have learned some letters and words, they can try to write something about their picture/page in the class book.
· Small groups of children can also make a book together.  Give suggestions about what their book may be about.  Then they can share their book with their classmates. 
· Make this a BIG book (the size of flip chart paper, for example). Children really enjoy big books.
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	EL 44 - Easy

Story Pictures                                                          

	Description: Children work in small groups to draw a picture of something in the story that they have just read during the Interactive Reading period.


	Materials
	A story, paper, drawing materials (colored pencils, crayons, or markers)

	Primary Skill
	( Knowing About Books 

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and listening , ABC Alphabet Knowledge, ( Understanding Print

	Instructions

	1. Say “We are going to draw pictures based on the story we just read. [Say the name of the story and hold up the book]. Let’s draw a picture about this part of the book.” Hold up one page of the book.
2. Ask the children “Does anyone remember what was happening in this part of the book?” 
3. Let a few children retell that part of the story.
4. Point out some of the features of the scene. If there is an illustration, point out the things in it. If there is not an illustration, remind the students of the people or things in this part of the book. These are the things they will draw. Make a list of three or four things that they should draw.
5. As the children are drawing, walk around the room and encourage them. Say nice things about their drawings and ask them questions about what they are drawing.
6. After the children are finished with their drawings, ask them to turn to a partner (or a small group of children sitting near them) and describe their drawings. Say “Tell a friend what you drew.  As you are hearing about your friend’s drawing, ask questions.”
7. While the children are talking in small groups, walk around and listen to what they are saying.  After a few minutes, say “What good ideas you have!  I saw so many different drawings about [name of book].”
8. Hang the drawings on the wall of the classroom or send them home with the children, asking them to describe their drawing to their parents and siblings.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this activity after reading a story and after acting it out (Activity EL 15) or on days that you don’t act out a story

· If they are able, ask the children to write their names on their drawings.

· Write on the board what a child says about his or her picture. Point to and read the words.

· Ask the children to write something on their paper about their picture. Even if they can’t spell or write well, they can “pretend write” with the letters that they do know. Encourage them to try.
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	EL 45 - Hard

Silly Read Aloud                                                          

	Description: The teacher does everything wrong in this read aloud and the children correct his or her mistakes.


	Materials
	A story, paper, drawing materials (colored pencils, crayons, or markers)

	Primary Skill
	( Knowing About Books 

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and listening , ABC Alphabet Knowledge, ( Understanding Print

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, select a book that the children are very familiar with for the silly read aloud.
2. Say “I need your help!! I want to read you a story, but I’ve forgotten how! Can you help me to do it right?”
3. First, hold the book upside down and try to show the children the title. See if the children notice what is wrong. Let them tell you how to fix it. If they don’t notice, point out more things about the cover and make it clear that something silly is going on.
4. Next, start reading from the back of the book. Try to show them the title and the author and “read” that this book has no title and author (if the last page is blank). Let the children tell you that you are starting at the wrong end of the story. If they don’t notice, start reading the story backwards—then they will notice that something is not right.
5. Once the children instruction you to start reading from the beginning, start reading but skip pages. Make it clear that you are doing so. Let the children tell you that you have to read every page.
6. By the end, you should have read the entire story properly, with the children’s help.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this many times with many different books. The children will enjoy helping the teacher.
· Let children pretend to do their own ‘Silly Read Aloud’ in small groups or alone, correcting themselves.
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	EL 46 - Hard

Picture Reading                                                          

	Description: Children work in small groups to “read” a story to one another using pictures.


	Materials
	Picture books (enough for one for each group of 4-5 children)

	Primary Skill
	( Knowing About Books 

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and listening , ( Understanding Print

	Instructions

	1. Put the children into groups of 4-5 children (or smaller groups—even pairs—if there are enough books).
2. Give each group a picture book.
3. Instruct one child in each group to “read” the book to the other children in his or her group. 
4. Say “You have seen me read many stories to you. Now you are going to read stories to one another. Start with the cover of the book—the front—and use the pictures to tell a story. Make sure to turn the pages carefully—like I do—and to show everyone the pictures—like I do.”
5. Demonstrate how to do this to the children.
6. While they are “reading” to their groups, walk around the room and listen to the stories.
7. After five minutes or so, instruct the children to select a new “reader.” You can give the groups new books, or you can tell them to “read” the same story again, but to tell it in a new way.
8. Do this until every child has had a chance to “read” the story.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this activity after the children have heard you read stories to them many, many times. Give them stories to “read” that they have read many times before. 


Understanding Words and Sounds
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	EL 47 - Easy 
Listening to Sounds

	Description: Children listen to sounds and learn about how to talk about them.

	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening, memory

	Instructions

	1. Say “We are going to play a game where I make a noise and you try to guess what the noise was without looking! First, cover your eyes with your hands.”
2. Show the children how to cover their eyes with their hands.
3. Then make a noise. It can be any kind of noise, like banging on a table, blowing air out of your mouth loudly, whistling, or tearing paper.
4. Say “What was that sound?” and allow the children to guess.
5. Once they have guessed correctly make another sound while their eyes are covered.

6. Do this several times. 

7. Once they have gotten good at identifying the sounds, say “Now I am going to make two sounds, one after another. You will have to tell me what each of them was.”

8. Make two sounds. Some more ideas are: pouring liquid, ringing a bell, clapping, opening a door, writing on the blackboard, snapping fingers, sneezing, coughing, eating something, dropping something, clicking with tongue, blowing your nose, hopping, walking, turning a page, rubbing your hands together, or any other noise you can think of.

9. Say “First we heard a [allow children to answer], then we heard a [allow children to answer].”

10. Do this for 15-20 minutes or until the children lose interest, then thank the children for playing the game!

	Extensions and Variations
	· Once the children are good at identifying two noises, do this activity with three or more noises.
· With the children's eyes closed, make a series of sounds. Then repeat the sequence, but omit one of the sounds. The children must identify the sound that has been omitted from the second sequence.
· Invite the children to make sounds for their classmates to guess. 
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	EL 48 - Easy 
Animal Sounds                                                              

	Description: Children practice recognizing sounds by imitating animals.

	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, choose five animals that the children know.
2. Tell the children, “We are going to play a game called ‘Animal Sounds.’ I will say an animal and we are all going to decide what sound that animal makes.
3. Say the first animal and ask: “What sound does this animal make?”
4. Listen to the sounds that children make and decide on one sound that fits the animal. 
5. Say: “That’s right! This animals makes the sound [make sound]!”

6. Say: “Can you all make that sound too?” The children all make that sound.

7. Do this for the other four animals.
8. If there is time, do this activity again using different animals.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Keep adding animals sounds. 
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	EL 49 - Easy 
Where’s My Family?

	Description: Children practice listening to sounds through an animal sound game.

	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	7. To prepare, choose five animals that make sounds that the children know.
8. Tell the children, “We are going to play a game called ‘Where’s My Family?’ I will tell each of you an animal and you will make the sound of that animal. You will listen for other “animals” making the same sound and you will come together to make a family. Some of you will be [insert animals here, like elephants, lions, cows, horses, dogs, cats, etc.].”
9. Walk around the room and whisper one animal from the five into each child’s ear. You can also give them an animal card with the animal on it to help them remember. There should be several children with each of the five animals.  
10.  Then tell the children to start making their animal sounds and to walk around the room and try to find others that are making the same sound.

11. Let them do this until they all find their herd.

12. If there is time, do this activity again using different animals.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Let children do this on their own once they are familiar with the activity.
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	EL 50 - Easy 
First Letter Sound Basket

	Description: Children learn about first letter sounds by selecting an object from a basket that starts with a sound the teacher says.

	Materials
	Basket or box, 6-10 different items (could be anything: a rock, a piece of chalk, a stick, etc.)

	Primary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, gather 6-10 different items (it does not matter what they are as long as they are all different) and put them into a basket or box. 
2. Arrange the children into a circle or a series of rows facing you.
3. Say “We are going to play a first letter sound game! We are going to pass around a basket. When I say a sound, you will take the thing that starts with that sound out of the basket. If I say ‘Take the “u” out of the basket’ you will take out the UMBRELLA because UMBRELLA sounds like U. It starts with the same sound.”
4. Pass the basket to the first child then say a sound that matches with one of the objects in the basket.
5. Ask the child to take out the object that starts with the sound you said. 
6. If he or she chooses correctly, praise him or her and have him or her replace the object in the basket then pass it to the next child. If he or she chooses incorrectly, say the name of the object and the sound again and ask if they sound the same. Then have the child choose another object and repeat the name of the object and the sound. Do this over again for one minute or until the child chooses correctly.
7. Continuing playing the game by passing around the basket until everyone has had a turn or until the children lose interest. 

	Extensions and Variations
	· Instead of saying a sound and having the children pick an object, say a word that starts with the same sound as one of the objects in the basket.
· Use objects with more difficult or unusual names rather than common items that the children see every day.
· Ask the child to pull an object out of the basket and to say the name of the object
· The children can do this in small groups where one child is “the teacher” and says the beginning sound. 
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	EL 51 - Easy 
Rhyming Basket

	Description: Children learn about rhymes by selecting an object from a basket that rhymes with a word the teacher says.

	Materials
	Basket or box, 6-10 different items (could be anything a rock, a piece of chalk, a stick, etc.)

	Primary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, gather 6-10 different items (does not matter what they are as long as they are all different) and put them into a basket or box. 
2. Arrange the children into a circle or a series of rows facing you.
3. Say: “We are going to play a rhyming word game! We are going to pass around a basket. When I say a word, you will take the thing that rhymes with that word out of the basket. Remember that a rhyming word is one that sounds like another. If I say ‘Take the BIKARAMU out of the basket’ you will take out the IKARAMU because IKARAMU sounds like BIKARAMU. They are rhyming words. IKARAMU and BIKARAMU rhyme.” Remember, the word you say does not have to be a real word. It can be a pretend word (like BIKARAMU), as long as it rhymes with one of the items in the basket.
4. Pass the basket to the first child then say a word that rhymes with one of the objects in the basket.
5. Ask the child to take out the object that rhymes with the word you said. 
6. If he or she chooses correctly, praise him or her and have him or her replace the object in the basket then pass it to the next child. If he or she chooses incorrectly, say the name of the object and the word again and ask if they sound the same. Then have the child choose another object and repeat the name of the object and the rhyming word. Do this over again until the child chooses correctly or two or three tries then say “Good try! You can try again another day!”
13. Continuing playing the game by passing around the basket until everyone has had a turn or until the children lose interest. If you have more children than objects, use a new rhyming word the second (and third, and so on) time that the object is chosen.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Use object with more difficult or unusual names rather than common items that the children see every day.
· Ask the child to pull an object out of the basket and say the name of the object, they can then make up a rhyming  word to go with it.
· The children can do this in small groups where one child is “the teacher” and says the rhyming word. 
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	EL 52 - Easy 
Mohammed Went to the Market

	Description: Children learn about sounds and put them together to make words.

	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening, ABC Alphabet Knowledge (with extension), ( Understanding Print (with extension)

	Instructions

	9. Say “I am going to tell you a story about a little boy named Mohammed [or any other name you choose]. At the end you will have to tell me a word. Here is the story:
Mohammed loves to go to the market with his mother. When he is there, he likes to look at all of the interesting things there are to see. One of the things he looks at is ‘i’ ‘fi’’” [say the sounds of something that a child may find in the market. You can sound out the word by saying each of the sounds that make up the word one at a time. For example, inanasi would be ‘i’ ‘nah’ ‘nah’ ‘see.’]
10. Ask the children what they think ‘i’ ‘fi’ is. The answer is ifi.
11. If they have trouble guessing the answer, give them hints by describing the item and by repeating the sounds of the word.

12. Once they get the word, tell the story again but with something else that Emmanuel may find at the market. For example: clothes (shirts, trousers, shoes, igitenge, etc.), fruit (oranges, mangoes, lemons, etc.), vegetables (carrots, potatoes, onions, garlic, beans, etc.) etc.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this game but with more challenging and/or longer words.
· Once you have done this many times (and maybe once the children have memorised the short story about Emmanuel), ask one of the children to tell the story and sound out the word for the others to guess.
· Ask the children to draw the scene (Emmanuel, his mother, the market, the item) and then help the children to write the word on the drawing. Point at each of the letters and say them so that they connect the sound with the letter.
· When using Activity EL 34: Making a Shopping List, sound out objects as you add them to the list.
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	EL 53 – Easy
Did You Ever See?

	Description: Children make up a short rhyme.

	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	6. Say “We are going to sing a little song. In this song we will put words that sound alike. Here is the song:
Did you ever see a [insert word 1] with a [insert word that rhymes with word 1]?

Did you ever see a [insert word 1] with a [insert word that rhymes with word 1]?

No, I never, no, I never, no, I never, no, I never,

Oh no! I never saw a [insert word 1] with a [insert word that rhymes with word 1]!”

For example:

Did you ever see a bear with a chair?

Did you ever see a bear with a chair?

No, I never, no, I never, no, I never, no, I never,

Oh no! I never saw a bear with a chair!

7. Invite the children to sing the song with you. 

8. Sing it a few times, then put in two different rhyming words. Sing it first once or twice by yourself, then have the children join in.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Invite a child to lead the group in singing the song. He or she can choose the rhyming words.
· Remember that the rhyming words can even be nonsense words as long as they rhyme.
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	EL 54 – Hard
Taking a Sound Away

	Description: Children learn about phonemes by finding out what is left when a sound is taken away.

	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening, ABC Knowing about the Alphabet (with extension), ( Understanding Print (with extension)

	Instructions

	9. Say “We are going to play a word game! I will say a word and then we will take away one of the sounds in the word.”
10. Say a simple word like “umupira” but emphasize the first sound: “u.”
11. Then say “If we take away the ‘u’ sound, what is left?” 
12. Say “uuuumupira” several more times then let the children guess what is left if the “u” sound is removed. If they say “mupira” they are correct.
13. Try this with several more simple words for 15-20 minutes or until the children lose interest.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this game but with more challenging and/or longer words.
· Write the word on the board and then erase the letter that you are taking away.
· Do this game but add a letter/sound instead of taking one away (for example, say “mata” and tell the children to add a “a” sound. They will then make the word “amata”).
· Use this activity to call attendance: as you say each child’s name, drop the first sound.
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	EL 55 - Hard 
CLAP! 

	Description: Children play a game in which they listen for words that begin with the same letter/sound as other words.

	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	1. Say “Today we are going to play a game called CLAP!  Let me show you how to play.  I will think of two words.  If the words BEGIN with the same sound, you will say CLAP and clap your hand once like this [demonstrate a gentle clap].  If the words do not begin with the same sound, you will say nothing.  Listen carefully:  “gusoma” and “gukina”. You would say CLAP!  But listen again:  “umva” and “ihene.”  Do those words BEGIN with the same sound?  No, one is “u” and the other is “i” sound.  So you would not say “CLAP.”
2. “Let’s practice some more.”  The teacher gives simple word examples (ones where the letters at the beginning of the words sound very different from one another) until the children understand that they call ‘CLAP!’ when the words start in the same way, and when they do not start the same way, the children stay quiet.
3. Continue with the teacher thinking of the words.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Try this activity with words that rhyme instead of words that start with the same sound, you can use nonesense words for this.
· Let the children lead the activity by suggesting words once they are comfortable with the game.
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	EL 56 - Hard 
Sound Search

	Description: Children identify sound patterns while on a nature walk.

	Materials
	Picture cards (optional)

	Primary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening, ABC Knowing about the Alphabet

	Instructions

	1. Tell the children, “We are going to go on a nature walk where we try to collect things that start with the sound [insert target sound, like “ih”]. 

2. Take the children outside and help them identify and collect things that start with the target sound. For example, if the target sound is “ih”, they could collect ipapayi, ibishyimbo, icyunga, etc.

3. Also point out things that start with that sound that they can’t collect and bring back to the classroom, like ishuri, or signs that have the letter “i” on them, etc. 
4. Once you have gathered or noticed at least 10 things that start with the target sound, go back to the classroom.

5. Invite the children to draw pictures of the things they collected or noticed that started with the target sound.

6. Help the children write the name of what is pictured on their drawings. 

7. Put their drawings together to make a letter book.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Try this with the last or middle sounds in words.
· Do this with the sound of the Letter of the Week.
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	EL 57 - Hard 
Say and Clap

	Description: Children learn to notice the number of syllables in a word.



	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	5. Write down each word on a board then read the words together with children.

6. Say: “Today, let’s play a game called say and clap. I will say a name of someone in the class and you will repeat after me. If the word has two syllables like the name ‘Sheja’, then clap twice. If the word has three syllables like the name ‘Uwera’, then we clap three times. We will try this game with lots of different words. For example: 

mwiza (2 claps)  igi (2 claps)  muto (2 claps)  ifi (2 claps)
amata (3 claps) ihene (3 claps) amazi (3 claps) umuti (3 claps)

	Extensions and Variations
	· Use the name of children in the class.
· Increase the complexity by adding unfamiliar words or words with more syllables
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	EL 58 - Hard 
Mixed Up Words

	Description: Children guess an object based on words that sound similar to it.



	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	8. Think of an object or name that the children are familiar with. It can be the name of a student in the class, something in the classroom, or something in the children’s community that they know.

9. Say: “We are going to play a game. I have a mixed up word and I need your help to fix it! I will tell you about what the word I am thinking of sounds like, and you will try to guess what it is.” Use funny nonsense words as the rhyming words.
10. For example, say, “Has anyone seen the pikaramu? Oh! I mean ikaramu!” to ensure that the children understand or say “I am looking for Parie [use a mixed up name of a student in the class]! Can you help me? Who is Parie?” They may answer that you are looking for MARIE!
11. Give the children many hints until they get the correct answer. For example, you can give other words that sound like or rhyme with the word they are trying to guess, or you can give a description of the word or thing they are trying to guess.
12. Do this several times, for 15-20 minutes or until the children lose interest.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Increase the complexity by adding words with more syllables.
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	EL 59 - Hard
Sounds-like Telephone

	Description: Children play a telephone game where they say easy rhyming words to one another.

	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	1. Arrange the children into a line or a circle.
2. Say “We are going to play a game called ‘Telephone’! I will say a word to the child sitting next to me, and (s)he will say a word that sounds like, that word.”
3. Then say “Let’s practice: if I say ‘amagi’, you will say ‘amata’, the next child with say ‘amazi’, the next child will say ‘amiza’ and so on. It is ok if you say something that is not a real word as long as it sounds like the word before it.”
4. Ask the children to take turns saying words that sound-like your first word. If they repeat a word that someone else has said, ask them to try again or ask the other students to help him or her.
5. Do this until every child has had a turn, then do it again with another simple word.
6. Do this for 15-20 minutes, using new words, or until the children lose interest.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this game but with more challenging and/or longer words.
· Make this an elimination game, where any child who cannot think of a similar sounding word or who repeats a word that has been said has to sit down. Keep going until only one child is standing.


Numbers & Counting
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	EM 1 - Easy 
Number of the Week

	Description: Children learn about one number over the course of a week. 

	Materials
	Blackboard and chalk, paper and pencils, number cards, rocks or beans 

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening, ( Understanding Print 

	Instructions

	1. Say “Every week we pick a different Number of the Week. This week’s number is [insert number].”
2. Write the number on the board and say the number’s name. For example, write the number “2” and say that the name of the number is “two.”

3. Ask the children to repeat the name of the number (for example, all children say “two”). 
4. Ask the children some questions about the number. For example, ask what they have two of. Start off by saying that we all have two arms. They may also suggest that we have two eyes, two ears, and two legs.

5. Tell all of the children to stand up and give them instructions to do certain actions two times (or whatever the target number is). For example: clap, jump, stomp, etc.

6. Write out the name of the number. For example “t-w-o” instead of 2.

7. Give the children a number card of that number and some rocks or beans so that they can practice making the number (Children “make” the number using the beans or rocks).

8. If paper is available, give each child a sheet of paper and a pencil or have them trace or write the number in the dirt. Show them again how to draw the number by drawing it on the board. Ask the children to practice drawing the number on their sheet of paper. They can do this several times.

9. Over the course of the week, point out to the children every time the Number of the Week appears in a book, on a poster, or even in your speech as you are talking to the children. Use other activities to highlight this number. 

	Extensions and Variations
	· Invite children to the board to circle or underline the target number whenever it appears in things you have written on the board.
· Use this activity to make a number book. 
· Use other activities to highlight this number.
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	EM 2 – Easy
Matching Dots

	Description: Children learn about numbers and counting using dot cards.


	Materials
	Dot cards, rocks (or pebbles, beads, or bottle caps)

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skills
	Reading, matching.

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, make dot cards by drawing large dots on cards, starting with one dot on the first card, two dots on the second card, three dots on the third card, etc. Put the corresponding number below the dot, like this:
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2. Give the children each a few dot cards (or give one child a full set) and some rocks (or another set of small materials).

3. Show the children how to place a rock on each dot.

4. Let the children do this independently.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Once the children know their numbers, instruct them to do this while saying the correct number.

· Ask the children which card has more rocks/dots.

· Ask the children which card has less rocks/dots

· Hand out the cards in a  jumbled order, ask the children to put them in order from less to more, then from more to less

· Use the dot cards like labels when you are counting objects in other activities
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	EM 3 – Easy
Matching Children

	Description: Children learn about numbers and counting using giant dot cards and themselves.


	Materials
	Chalk for inside, or a stick for outside, and 5 big number cards with a number from 1 to 5 written on each one

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skills
	Gross motor, social skills

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, ensure the other children are busy with another activity and work with a small group of 5 children. Draw out 10 giant sized dot cards on the ground as follows: 5 cards with 1 dot in them, 2 cards with 2 dots in them, 1 card with 3 dots in it, 1 card with 4 dots in it, and 1 card with 5 dots in it.  Make sure the dots are big enough for just one child to stand on.
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2. Tell the children that you are going to play a game like the game ‘matching dots’ but this time you’ll be playing matching children instead. Explain that the children should dance to the chant you will sing together, and when you say a number, they need to find a dot-card drawn on the floor with the same number of dots as the number you have said. They then need to stand on one of the dots in that card. Explain that were won’t always be space for all of them so they have to listen carefully and find their dot quickly. 

3. Teach the children the chant so that they can sing it with you:

“we are going to find a dot, we are going to find a dot,

 we are, we are, going to find a dot, with the number...[say a number from 1-5 and hold up the corresponding card]”

5. When the children have chosen a dot, demonstrate checking they have the right number of children on the right dot-card with the help of any children who are not standing on a dot (so that they are included), first check that the dot-card they are standing on has the same number as the card you are holding, and then count the number of children standing on the dots to check they match
6. Also use this game to reinforce turn taking, helping and being kind to your friends, it is important to play nicely

7. Play for 15-20 minutes with each group of children, or until the group looses interest

	Extensions and Variations
	· You can have a “finder” child and a “jumper” child working together in a team where the “finder” locates the right card and the “jumper” jumps onto the dot. This way you can include more children in the game (10 children in 5 pairs). The “finders” should be the children who find the game easier, in this way they can support the “jumpers” to play.

· You can increase the number of children playing, and numbers represented to 6 (6x1-dot cards, 3x2-dot cards, 2x3dot cards, 1x4-dot cars, 1x5-dots cards, 1x6 dot cards)

· Do this activity after the children are familiar with EM2 and before trying EM14
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	EM 4 – Easy
More or Less Dinner? 

	Description: Children learn about the concepts “more than” and “less than” through a pretend activity.


	Materials
	Rocks, paper, drawing materials (crayons, markers, or colored pencils)

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skills
	None.

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, make two small piles of rocks, one with more rocks than the other (use only a few more rocks,  for example 3 rocks in 1 pile and 4 rocks in the other).

2. Say, “We are going to play a pretend game about dinner. What did you eat for dinner?”

3. Let the children answer (for example they may say potatoes) then use their answer to say, “I had [potatoes] for dinner yesterday and I will have it for dinner today. We are going to pretend that this [gesture to first pile of rocks] is my dinner for today and this [gesture to second pile of rocks] is my dinner from yesterday. Which dinner has more [potatoes]?”

4. Let the children answer. After they have said which pile has more, tell them if they are correct or need to try again and then count the “potatoes” (or whatever dinner food you choose) in each pile and explain that one number is larger than the other.

5. Do this a few more times, changing the size of the piles.

6. To finish, invite the children to draw what they ate for dinner yesterday.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this with larger piles of rocks and piles that are closer in side.

· Ask the children to count the rocks in the pile.

· Take the children outside and invite them to collect piles of objects then have the children compare their piles when they come back to the classroom, deciding which child has a larger pile.
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	EM 5 – Easy
Numbers Book

	Description: Children create a number book for each digit.

	Materials
	Paper, pens/pencils, drawing materials (crayons, markers, or colored pencils), leaves from outside, tape (or glue or staples or some other way to fasten the pages together)

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skill
	( Understanding Print, ( Knowing what Books are

	Instructions
	1. Say, “We are going to make a number book about the number [insert the number the class is focusing on—for example, the number two]. You are each going to make two pages for our book, but first we are going to collect [insert the number the class is focusing on] leaves, or pieces of grass, to put in the book.” 

2. Take the children outside and let them each collect two leaves (or however many is equal to the number the class is focusing on for the book).

3. Bring the children back to the classroom and write the target number on the board. For example, write the number “2” and explain that the class will be making a whole book about this number.
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Give each child a sheet of paper that has been folded in half (see illustration below).
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5. Then say, “Now you are all going to write this number on your sheet of paper.” Show them where to write the number (on the “front” of the folded sheet—see illustration above) and then have the children glue the leaves they collect on that page. 

6. On the “inside” of their piece of paper, have the children practice writing the number again, and then let them draw that many of whatever they like.

7. Once all of the children have completed their pages, attach them together using a stapler or tape and share the book with the class. After sharing the book, place it in the book corner.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Over time do this with all of the digits and with bigger numbers as children learn them.

· Do this with a shape, a color, or another math concept. You can make a book all on squares, another book all on circles, a book all on things that are red, etc.


	EM 6 – Easy
Counting Book 

	Description: Children create a counting book where they match numbers with corresponding pictures.

	Materials
	Paper, pens/pencils, drawing materials (crayons, markers, or colored pencils), old magazines/newspapers with lots of pictures.

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skill
	( Understanding Print , ( Knowing what Books are

	Instructions
	1. To prepare, make a book using blank paper. On each page, write a number, counting from the number “1” all the way to “10.” Make cards that each show a different number of something. For example, one star, two trees, three balls, four faces, five clouds, etc.

2. Say, “We are going to make a counting book. I have collected pictures from magazines/newspapers. Each picture has some things in it. You are going to help me to decide which picture goes in which page of the book.”

3. Hold up the pictures one at a time so that the children can see. 

4. Ask them how many objects are in the picture. Help them count if they need it.

5. Then invite a helper to help you glue the picture into the book on the correct page.

6. Repeat until all of the pictures have been matched to the correct page and glued.
7. Now share the book with the class and thank them all for helping to make a counting book.
8. Sometime after the end of the day or while the children are busy, write on each page what is in the picture. For example “One frog. Two apples. Three trees. Etc.”
9. Once the book is completed, place it in the book corner.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this with different shapes, colors, or other math concepts where each page is a different item. For example, a shape book would include circles, squares, triangles, rectangles, etc. A color book could include a page on each of the colors of the rainbow.

· Instead of using pictures from newspapers, children can draw the correct number of objects for each page.




	EM 7 - Easy
Number Memory Game

	Description: In small groups, children will play a memory game using cards with numbers on them.



	Materials
	Number cards

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skills
	Memory

	Instructions

	1. Say “Please get into small groups of 4 or 5 children [they should learn how to do this early in the year].  I will give each group some cards with numbers on them.  There are two cards of each number.  When you get the cards, mix them up and turn them over so you cannot see the numbers.  Now mix them up and put them in rows.  Take turns turning up TWO cards at a time.  If they are the same numbers, and then you get to keep the cards.  If the numbers are different, turn them back over and the next child has a turn.”
2. Only use the numbers that the children know and/or the numbers that you are studying that week.
3. Demonstrate this to the whole class the first time that the game is played.

4. Distribute sets of cards to each group.  Be sure each group receives sets that include 2 matching cards for each number.  No more than 16 cards in all (8 numbers, but could be fewer).

5. Walk around and help any groups that are having trouble.  When they have matched all the cards, they can mix them up and begin again.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Ask the children to say the name of the number when they turn up a matching pair. 
· At the start of the year the children may find it easier to work in pairs or groups of 3, and to only have 4 or 5 different numbers in their set of cards. Show them to lay the cards out in 2 rows with 4 or 5 cards in each row.

· Do this activity with shape cards, colors, and more.




	EM 8 – Easy
How Old Are We? 

	Description: Children make a chart of their ages.

	Materials
	Chart paper, markers, knowledge of how old each child is so that you can invite every child by name to write the correct number on the chart

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skills
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Instructions

	1. Make a chart like this one:
Age

3 years old

4 years old

5 years old

6 years old

2. Then explain to the children that the class is going to make a chart of everyone’s age. Say “Do you all know how old you are? When I say how old you are, come up to the front of the room.”

3. Then say “Who here is three years old? Invite each three-year-old to the front of the room to write a “3” under the “3 years old” part of the chart.

4. Once they have all finished, say “Who here is four years old? Invite each four-year-old to the front of the room to write a “4” under the “4 years old” part of the chart.

5. Once they have all finished, say “Who here is five years old? Invite each five-year-old to the front of the room to write a “5” under the “5 years old” part of the chart.

6. Once they have all finished, say “Who here is six years old? Invite each six-year-old to the front of the room to write a “6” under the “6 years old” part of the chart.
7. If a child does not know how old he/she is, ask them to guess.

8. After everyone has marked his or her age, lead the children as they count how many children of each age are in the classroom.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Repeat this activity with other charactersitics. For example, “How many have one brother or sister? How many have two brothers or sisters?,” “How many of you ate [insert food of your choice here, such as “rice”] for dinner?” etc. 
· This activity can be used during attendance-taking in the morning.


	EM 9 - Easy
Find Your Number!

	Description: Each child receives a card with a number, and matches it to a card with the same number, held by another child.



	Materials
	Number cards (at least two for each number)

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skills
	None

	Instructions

	1. Before beginning, prepare two cards for number. 
2. Give one of the cards to each child.  (If there are more children than numbers, add more of each number, making sure that you have a even number of every number).
3. Ask the children to stand up and then say “Each of you has one number.  Now, walk around and find a child who has the same number that you have.  Look carefully at your cards to be sure they are the same number.  When you find your ‘teammate,’ come back to the circle and sit together.  See how quickly you can find your teammate.” 

4. Praise the children who formed teams first, and announce the names of those who have come in second, third, fourth and fifth, etc. Be sure to give all children praise, so that this is not too competitive. Remember that each child has different strengths and learning needs!

5. Ask each team to show their cards and say the number that they have (or the teacher can tell them the name of the number if they have not learned it yet).
6. Mix up the cards and do this again. Continue for 15-20 minutes or until the children lose interest.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this activity with shape cards or color cards.

· Instead of giving out matching cards to children, the teacher can hide a set of numbers around the room and give the same set of numbers to the children so instead of finding a partner, then need to match their number card with a number card somewhere in the room.




	EM 10 - Hard 
Number Jumping Game

	Description: Children learn numbers by playing a jumping game.

	Materials
	Chalk

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skills
	Gross motor skills

	Instructions

	8. The teacher supports the children to get into groups of 10 children. For each group the teacher draws a table with three-squares on the ground with chalk (in class) or in the dirt (outdoors). In each square, put one number. For example:
1

2

3

9. Then explain to the children the rules for the game. Say “We will now play a game. Each one of you will step on each number in the block as you cross them. When you manage to step on the number in the square, instead of on the border, you will say the number out loud.” 
10. Demonstrate by stepping into the first square and saying the number (“ONE!”), then jump to the next square and say the number (“TWO!”), then jump to the final square and say the number (“THREE!”).
11. Allow all children to participate. Compliment children who can do it and encourage those who are unable to try again.
12. Over time, make sure to mix up the numbers (for example: 2, 1, 3) so that children are not just reciting them from memory.
13. Do this for 15-20 minutes or until the children lose interest.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Add more numbers over time so that it becomes a four-square table, or five, or longer. Do this as the children learn new numbers. For example: 
4

2

5

6

3

7

· Increase the level of difficulty. For example, children can look upwards as they try to step on each block or they could jump and hop on the numbers.
· Ask the children to point out where else they can see these numbers in the classroom. Ask the children to identify the numbers.




	EM 11 - Hard
Disappearing Numbers                          



	Description: Numbers are written on the chalkboard using water.  Children say what the number is and watch it disappear.  

	Materials
	Blackboard, small bowl of water

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skills
	Scientific exploration and problem-solving

	Instructions

	1. Say “Watch!  We are going to write numbers on our chalkboard using water.  See if you know what the number is, and then watch the number disappear.”  
2. Dip a finger in a bowl of water and write a number on the chalkboard.
3. Ask, “Which number is this?” and let the children answer.
4. Watch the number "disappear" as it evaporates. Children enjoy the mystery of the disappearing numbers and are practicing writing and reading numbers at the same time. 
5. If any children know their numbers, let themvolunteer to write numbers on the board.

6. Continue this for several minutes, until all of the numbers from one to ten have been written.

	Extensions and Variations
	· After doing this activity in a group, put small slates and a container of water in the Math Corner so children can try it on their own. 

· Ask for the children’s ideas about why the numbers disappear.  Ask them to try things like blowing on the numbers to see if they disappear more quickly (builds science and general problem-solving skills).




	EM 12 – Hard

Object Number Lines 

	Description: Children gather the same number of objects from the classroom as the number on their card then make a number line.


	Materials
	Number cards, classroom objects.

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skills
	None

	Instructions

	1. Say “We are going to play a game! I will each give you a card with a number on it. You will need to gather the amount of things that your card shows. For example, if your card has a “one” on it, you will gather one thing. If your card has a “two” on it, you will gather two things that are the same as each other. If your card has a “three” on it, you will gather three things that are the same as each other. Does everybody understand?” 

2. Hand out the number cards and then let the children collect their objects.

3. Once they have done this, help them to create a number line with their card and objects. Say “Which number comes first? Which is the smallest number? Who collected the fewest number of objects?” 

4. The child (or children) who had a “1” number card should come forward and place their number on the floor with their object beside it on the far left of the space.

5. Next invite those who collected two objects to lay down their card and objects to the right of the first objects.

6. Repeat until all of the cards have been placed in a line on the floor.

7. Count with the children by pointing to the card and the object. For example: point to the number card 1 and say “one”, then point to the object the child collected and name it, so if they collected a book say —“book”—, then point to the number card two and say “two”, then point to the two objects the child collected and name them, so if they collected 2 cups say “cups.”
8. After doing this, ask the children to put their objects back where they found them and to return the number cards.

	Extensions and Variations
	· If more than one child receives the same number, instead of making one long number line with duplicate numbers, make several smaller number lines that only use each number once.

· Do this activity outside.

· To simplify this activity, lay out objects in sets of 1 object, 2 matching objects, 3 matching objects etc and have the children choose a set that matches their number.

· If you are doing this activity with more than 10 children, don’t use any numbers higher than 10, just repeat some of the lower numbers.

· Give the higher numbers to children who are more able with their numbers


	EM 13 – Hard
Our Classroom

	Description: The class makes an inventory of items in the classroom.


	Materials
	Chart paper and markers or blackboard and chalk, classroom objects, paper, drawing materials (crayons, markers, or colored pencils)

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skills
	( Understanding Print

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, draw simple pictures of classroom objects on a piece of paper or on the blackboard like this:

Our Classroom
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  door

  [image: image7.wmf]
window

Etc.

Ideally, the items you include should be ones where there are fewer than 10 of these items in the classroom, such as doors, tables, windows, clocks, mats, etc., if there are many of the item you draw in the room, such as chairs, it will make the activity much more difficult for the children.

2. Say, “We are going to count things that are in the classroom!” point at one of your drawings and say “How many [say the item you are pointing at] are in this room?”

3. Let the children answer, if they can. If they need help, prompt the children to count the items out loud. Then write the number on the chart.

4. Continue to do this for each of the items on your paper/board.

5. To finish the activity, invite the children to draw the classroom and try to include the items that are on the paper/board.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this activity in the outside area where the children have outdoor play.

· Do this for each of the thematic corners of the room (the math corner, the book corner, etc.)




	EM 14 – Hard
Mingle Mingle!

	Description: Children move around and form groups in this game.


	Materials
	None.

	Primary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Secondary Skills
	Following instructions

	Instructions

	1. Say, “We are going to play a game called Mingle Mingle! When I say Mingle Mingle, you walk around the room and say hi to your friends. Keep moving! Then I will say a number,, and you will have to get into groups of that number as quickly as you can! For example, if I say ‘3’, you get into groups of three. Ready?”

2. Say, “Mingle Mingle!” and let the children walk around and say hi to their friends for a short while. 

3. Then say, “Two!” and watch as the children find a friend and stand by them. They should all be in pairs. If some children did not understand, help them.

4. Say, “Mingle Mingle!” again and let them walk around again for a short while.

5. Then give another instruction, like “Three!” They should form groups of three. 

6. Then say “Mingle Mingle!” again and after a little while give another instruction.

7. Do this several times, until 15-20 minutes have passed or the children lose interest.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this activity with the yard where the children have outdoor play.

· This activity can be used to form groups for small group activities.

· Try this activity after the children and skilled at playing EM3


Patterns



	EM 15 – Easy

Guess the Pattern! 

	Description: Children recognize, describe, extend, and replicate a simple pattern created by the teacher.



	Materials
	Colored blocks or rocks (in a variety of colors or shapes)

	Primary Skill
	(((  ((( Patterns

	Secondary Skill
	None

	Instructions
	8. Say, “We are going to play a game called Guess the Pattern! I will make a pattern and you will tell me what it is.” 

9. Lay out the blocks, rocks, or other materials with a simple repeating pattern (e.g. red, blue, red, blue blocks).

10. Ask the children, “Do you see a pattern here?”

11. Point to each object and say what it is (for example, point to the first one and say “red” then point to the next one and say “blue” and so on.).

12. Tell the children, “This is a pattern! Red, blue, red, blue, red, blue” (for example).

13. Ask the children, “What comes next?” after the last object in the pattern. 

14. After the children have correctly answered what the next object should be, give them their own materials to make a pattern that matches yours.

15. If time permits, make another pattern and repeat the activity. For example: blue, green, blue, green.  You can also make a pattern using different shapes (square, circle, square, circle), sizes (big, little, big, little), or even numbers (1,2,1,2)

16. Finish by telling the children what a good job they did at making patterns.

	Extensions and Variations


	· When children get good at simple patterns, make the patterns more difficult. For example: red, blue, blue, red, blue, blue, red, blue, blue. Once they can do 3 step patterns you can make them more difficult again, for example: red-blue-blue; blue-blue-red; red-blue-blue; blue-blue-red and red-blue-red; blue-red-blue; red-blue-red;blue-red-blue .
· Experiment patterns with different colors, sizes, shapes, and textures.

· Make patterns using other materials that can be found in the class such as toy cars, colored cards, colored chalk, beads, cubes, toothpicks, beans, buttons, and other concrete objects. 




	EM 16 – Easy

Make Your Own Pattern

	Description: Children are given materials to make their own patterns.



	Materials
	Colored blocks or rocks (in a variety of colors or shapes)

	Primary Skill
	(((  ((( Patterns

	Secondary Skill
	None

	Instructions
	1. Give the children their own pattern-making materials.
2. Say, “Here are some things for you to play with. See if you can make a pattern like you’ve seen me make patterns.”
3. As they are working on their patterns, walk around the room helping those who are finding it difficult.
4. Remember that some children may not make recognizable patterns right away, give them positive feedback and support. Keep exposing them to different patterns, and discussing what makes a pattern, and give them many opportunities to recognize and try to make patterns on different occasions.  After a while, they will learn how to make recognizable patterns through becoming familiar with parents and positive support.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Let children make patterns with a variety of different types of objects, such as: toy cars, colored cards, colored crayons or pencils, beads, cubes, toothpicks, beans, buttons, and other concrete objects. 
· Take children outside and let them collect objects that they can use to make a pattern.




	EM 17 – Easy

Let’s Move! 

	Description: Children recognize, construct, and extend patterns in motion by creating body movement patterns. 



	Materials
	None. 

	Primary Skill
	(((  ((( Patterns

	Secondary Skill
	None

	Instructions
	1. Ask children to sit in a circle then say, “Now we will play a game called ‘Let’s Move!’. Let’s use our bodies to make fun patterns.  See if you can recognize the patterns I’m making and then follow them.” 
2. Demonstrate a simple pattern such as: clap – put hands in lap – clap – put hands in lap – clap, etc. Do this slowly.
3. Now say, “Can you all do this along with me?”
4. Encourage the children to clap then put their hands in lap at the same time as you. Do this slowly so that the children understand.
5. Continue the same pattern for a while - until all the children seem to understand—then stop them and say that you are going to change the pattern.
6. Have everyone stand up then try this pattern: run—stop—run—stop.
7. Invite the children to play along.
8. Do this for a while—until the children seem to understand—then stop them and say that you are going to change the pattern.

	Extensions and Variations


	· When children get good at simple movement patterns, make the patterns increasingly more difficult: for example: clap, touch you toes, touch your head, clap touch your toes, touch your head etc.  Then as they get the hang of 3 step patterns make them even more difficult, for example: clap, touch toes, clap, touch head, clap, hands in lap. 

· Do this activity but have the children stand and do more active movements like: “jump – clap – jump – clap” or “jump – sit – clap –stand – jump – sit – clap - stand” or “turn around in a circle – sit – stand – clap – clap, turn around in a circle – sit – stand – clap – clap.”
· Other actions children can perform: put hands in the air, stretch out legs, hands on knees, stomp foot, pat belly, shake hands with a friend, etc.
· When the children are familiar with this game you can invite children to volunteer to lead a simple movement pattern themselves.




	EM 18 – Easy

Hands and Feet Pattern 

	Description: Children recognize, construct, and extend patterns with their hands and feet.



	Materials
	None. 

	Primary Skill
	(((  ((( Patterns

	Secondary Skill
	None

	Instructions
	1. Ask the children to sit in a single line, shoulder to shoulder. 
2. Ask the first child in the line to put out his feet in front of him.
3. Ask the next child in the line to put his hands out in front of him, next to the first child’s feet.
4. Ask the next child to put his feet out in front of him, and then next child to put out his hands, to create a repeating pattern of feet-hands-feet-hands-feet-hands.
5. After asking 6 children to do this, ask the next the children if they think the next child should put out their hands or their feet? If they do not choose the right answer talk them through the pattern so far and explain why it should be feet. Then ask the children what the next child should put out.
6. When the children have understood the pattern better ask the next child what he or she thinks he should put out. Let the remaining children decide whether they should put their hands in or the feet in. Let their neighbors help them if any children are having trouble.

	Extensions and Variations


	· Try this with other, more difficult patterns, like hands-hands-feet-hands-hands-feet.

· Think of other ways the children can use their bodies to make patterns, such as one child standing, the next child crouching-standing-crouching-standing crouching etc

· Ask the children to show you some different positions. Help them to make a pattern using 2 or 3 of the positions that they made themselves. 

· Ask the children to get into small groups (of around 10 children each). Ask each group to choose 2 positions that they would like to make into a pattern. They should then choose somebody in the group to be a pattern-helper. The rest of the group should get into a line, then the first child can do position 1, the second child should do position 2, the third child should do position 1 and the fourth child position 2 etc. The pattern-helper helps their friends to make the right positions to make the pattern.




	EM 19 – Easy

Music Patterns 

	Description: Children make sound patterns using basic musical instruments. 



	Materials
	Drum or empty cans, empty water bottles, rice, beans, sticks  

	Primary Skill
	(((  ((( Patterns

	Secondary Skill
	((Understanding Words & Sounds

	Instructions
	1. To prepare, make enough musical instruments for every child who is playing the game to use. For example, you can collect 1 empty plastic water bottle for every child and fill them half full with small stones to make a shaker. Make sure the lids are all screwed on well to keep the stones inside.
2. Ask the children to sit in a circle then say, “Now, we will play a game called ‘Music Patterns!” Let’s use these musical instruments to make a sound pattern.  See if you can recognise the patterns I’m making and then follow them.” 
3. Explain to the children that you are going to make sound patterns. They have to listen carefully and try to make the same pattern. When you put your hands up in the air, they should put down their instrument and put their hands in the air too. 
4. Give every child an instrument. and say, “Can you all do this along with me?” and shake the rice shaker two times.
5. Let the children shake their rice shakers (or play their instrument, or clap and stamp) two times just like you did.  If they children do not manage it, do the demonstration again and say “look I shook my shaker 2 times like this 1 [shake the instrument once], 2 [shake the instrument once again] can you do the same together with me? Everybody together this time, ready… 1 [shake the instrument once, and wait for the children to finish shaking their instruments], 2 [shake the instrument once, and wait for the children to finish shaking their instruments]. Well done, let’s try it again.” Now do it again, with a pause, and then again: shake—shake—pause—shake—shake—pause.
6. Lead the children to play their instruments with that pattern. Do this for a while—until the children seem to understand—then stop them and say that you are going to change the pattern.
7. Now, try a new pattern: shake—pause—shake—shake then shake—pause—shake—shake.
8. Invite the children to play along. Keep doing this using simple repeating patterns for 10 minutes or until the children lose interest.

	Extensions and Variations
	· When children get good at simple sound patterns, make the patterns increasingly more difficult. 

· Let the children create their own patterns.
· If you do not have enough musical instruments for every childyou can do the activity with small groups playing instruments while the other children clap or stamp their feet in the same pattern. Make sure that every child who wants to use the instruments has a turn with them
· Make different types of instruments for example: 1) match empty cans with a stick to make a drum, 2) half-fill an empty water bottle with rice to make a rice shaker, or half-fill an empty water bottle with dried beans to make a bean shaker (make sure the water bottles have lids, and screw the lids on well).

· Give the children 3 different types of instruments for example: the first child gets a rice shaker, the next a bean shaker and the next child gets a drum. The teacher / activity leader will have one of each of the 3 instruments. The teacher/leader will then make a pattern by, for example, shaking the rice shaker once, then the bean shaker once, and then hitting the drum. The children should join in by using their instrument at the right time in the pattern


	EM 20 – Hard

Silly Moves! 

	Description: Children lead the others in body movement pattern. 



	Materials
	None.

	Primary Skill
	(((  ((( Patterns

	Secondary Skill
	123 Numbers & Counting, memory

	Instructions
	1. To begin, say “We are going to play a game that you are all going to help me lead. You are each going to get a turn to choose a silly movement for all of us to do. I will start!”
2. Make a silly movement, like a strange step or hop or a silly arm movement. Do it three times then invite the children to do it three times as well.
3. Once they have mastered your silly movement, select one child to come up with another silly movement to show the class. 
4. Have the whole class do that silly movement three times.
5. Now do your first silly movement and then the next child’s silly movement, one after another, like this: your movement, their movement, your movement, their movement
6. Now select another child in the circle to make a silly movement (it will help to motivate the children if you select children to offer a movement based on their good participation).
7. Have the whole class do that silly movement three times.
8. Now do your first silly movement, then the first child’s silly movement, then the second child’s silly movement one after another, like this: your movement, child 1’s movement, child 2’s movement, your movement, child 1’s movement, child 2’s movement etc.
9. Keep adding silly movements and playing the game for around 10 minutes or until the children loose interest. If it gets too difficult for the children to remember all of the movements you can start making a new pattern sequence building in 1 extra movement at a time
10. If it’s not possible for every child to offer a silly movement, make sure the children who didn’t have the opportunity to offer a silly movement the next time you play the game.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Let the children create their own silly movement patterns in small groups.


	EM 21 – Hard

Recording a Pattern 

	Description: Children observe, record, and explain pattern changes in their immediate environment. 


	Materials
	paper,  markers 

	Primary Skill
	(((  ((( Patterns

	Secondary Skill
	[image: image8.png]


 Comparison & Measurement

	Instructions
	1. To prepare for this activity, create a big chart like this one using a big piece of paper, or several pieces of paper:
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

[image: image9.png]


 = sunny
[image: image10.wmf]  = rainy
[image: image11.png]


 = cloudy
2. Say, “This week, we’re going to learn how to make a weather chart together.  Do you know what the weather is?”
3. Let the children explain weather, if they can. Then say, “That’s a good try!” or “You’re right!”  and “ Weather is what we call what it is like outside. Is it rainy? Is it sunny? Is it hot? Is it cold? Are there clouds? We are going to mark what the weather is like all day this week.”
4. At the same time each day, ask the children to look at what the weather is like. Discuss with them if it is sunny of rainy, cloudy or windy etc. When you and the children have decided together what the weather is like that day mark it on the chart. Do this for Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
5. On Thursday, review the chart with the class, and ask them if they can guess what the weather will be like on Friday based on the chart. They may recognize a pattern (four sunny days means it is likely that the fifth day will be sunny too).  Write the guesses on another piece of paper and put it next to the chart.
6. On Friday, check the weather with the children again and discuss with the children how the weather is compared with their guesses, be positive about the guesses they made – it’s tricky to guess the weather! 
7. At the end of the week, count with the children the number of sunny days, rainy days, cloudy days (or any other kind of days that they had that week (such as windy, stormy, etc.).

	Extensions and Variations


	· Record the weather for an entire month rather than just a week.  At the end, count the different types of weather you have had.

· Ask the children to draw pictures of the weather that day and stick them onto the chart to show the weather.

· You can make a symbol / picture to represent each type of weather you have, such as a cloud for a cloudy day, a sun for a sunny day etc.  Make 5 copies of each symbol/picture and divide the children into 5 groups. Each group can colour in their set of weather pictures/symbols. You can then use these pictures to fill in the weather chart the next time you do this exercise by sticking the correct pictures to the correct day. You can even ask volunteer children to stick the correct pictures to the correct day. Do this kind of activity but instead of recording the weather, record the number of cars that pass the school, or the number of children that come to school each day, etc.


	EM 22 – Hard

The Pattern of Our Day 

	Description: Children observe and record the pattern their daily routine takes. 


	Materials
	Paper,  markers 

	Primary Skill
	(((  ((( Patterns

	Secondary Skill
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions
	1. Say, “Now we are going to talk about our days. What is the first thing we do each day?”
2. Let the children respond. They may say, “We wake up!” or “We eat breakfast!”
3. Write their answers on the board.
4. Then ask “what’s the next thing we do?”
5. Continue prompting the children to list what they do during the day.  With questions such as “and where do we go after that?” or “what do we do once we get to our ECCD?” or “what happens after ECCD?” etc.They may say that they wake up,, walk to school, play and learn, take porridge, play and learn, go home, play and help mom, eat dinner, and go to sleep.
6. Once they have suggested their daily activities and you have written them on the board, let the children make a small book of their day. Let them draw a picture for each part of their day. 
7. Help the children write text about what they are doing (if possible) and then assemble the pages into a book for each child.

	Extensions and Variations
	· If you use a daily routine in your classroom (highly recommended) do this activity but record the daily classroom activities, such as corner time, outdoor play, snack, reading time, lunch, etc.


Sorting & Classification

	EM 23 - Easy

Nature Walk                                    

	Description: Children observe and recognise nature in their immediate surroundings. 



	Materials
	Easily available leaves (e.g. jackfruit leaves, mango leaves, banana leaves), rocks, or sticks

	Primary Skill
	((? Sorting & Classification

	Secondary Skills
	(((  ((( Patterns

	Instructions


	1. Tell the children, “We are going to go talk a walk outside and see what we can find!” 
2. Take the children outside and help them all collect leaves from trees or from the ground.
3. Once every child has at least one leaf, bring the group back inside the classroom.

4. Start a conversation with the group by holding up a leaf and saying what it looks like: the colour, the shape, the texture (how it feels), how it smells, whether it is dry or has been on the ground for a long time. 

5. After you have described your leaf, invite a few children to describe their leaves to the whole group. 

6. Then invite all of the children to tell a friend about his or her leaf.

7. After they half all talked about their leaf for a few minutes, invite the children to put their leaves together in a pile. If there is a large group of children, they can make several piles of leaves.

8. Then say, “Now we are going to sort the leaves by colour!” Invite the children to sort their leaves into piles of different colours. Help the children if they need help.

9. After sorting the leaves by colour, mix them upagain, and say “Now we are going to sort the leaves by size!” Invite the children to sort their piles by size. Help the children if they need help.

10. After sorting the leaves by size, mix-them up again, and say “Now we are going to sort the leaves by shape!” Invite the children to sort their piles by shape. Help the children if they need help.

11. After doing this, tell the children that they did a great job sorting leaves.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Other things to collect and sort: seeds, stones, flowers, insects, etc.
· Objects can also be sorted by texture, weight, and any other criteria you or the children choose.
· Once the children have thought about their different leaves and different ways that they can sort them, ask the children which way they liked best, then make a chart with the different categories and invite the children to stick 1 leaf each into one of the categories. For example, if the children choose colour, you can then ask what different colours the leaves are, make the colours they come up with into a list, for example, brown, green, yellow, dark green, light green, orange etc. Then count the number of categories you have on the list with the children and draw that number of boxes on the chart. In each box right a different category from the list with a visual indication (so if it is colours you can draw the right colour in the box, if it is size you can draw a big leaf or a small leaf in the box etc). Then all the children with orange leaves can come to stick their leaf in the orange box, all the children with brown leaves can stick their leaves in the borwn box etc. Leave the chart on display for a few days or a week.


	EM 24 - Easy

Go Touch!                                    

	Description: Children play a game where they have to go touch something that meets a certain criteria. 



	Materials
	None

	Primary Skill
	((? Sorting & Classification

	Secondary Skills
	(((  ((( Patterns, [image: image12.png]


 Comparison & Measurement, (Geometry

	Instructions


	1. Tell the children, “We are going to play a game called Go Touch. I will tell you to touch something and you will go touch it as quickly as you can!” 
2. Tell the children to touch something that has one particular characteristic. For example: go touch something yellow, something big, something hard, something square, something rough, something smooth, something orange, etc.
3. If the children need help finding an object that meets the criteria, help them. 

4. Do this several times, until you have been playing for 15-20 minutes or until the children lose interest.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Try this game outside.
· Give the children two or more characteristics to look for together. For example, “Touch something that is round and yellow!”


	EM 25 - Easy

Same or Different?                                    

	Description: Children practice noticing if things are the same or different in this sorting activity. 



	Materials
	Sticks, rocks, leaves, containers

	Primary Skill
	((? Sorting & Classification

	Secondary Skills
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Instructions


	1. To prepare, create containers filled with a few matching objects (for example, one with a few rocks, one with a few sticks, and one with a few leaves) before class.
2. Take the children outside to collect more of these objects (in this example they would collect more sticks, rocks, and leaves).
3. Say, “We are going to play a game where you decide whether two things are the same or different. I have three containers and you are going to help me by adding more things to these containers. You will decide what goes where!”
4. Help the children to sort the items they collected by putting them in the correct container.  Ask, “Is this [the object they are holding, such as a leaf] the same as that [an object in the container, such as a rock]?” If  they correctly identify that it is the same they can put it in the container. If they do not get it correct ask them to look in each container and tell you which items they think are most like the item they are holding. If they still don’t know which one explain why you think it goes in one particular container and not in another one.
5. Walk around the room and help the children that need assistance.
6. If the children have sorted their items whilst the other children are still sorting let them help the other children, or collect more items from outside.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Other things to collect and sort: seeds, stones, flowers, insects, beads, beans, bottle caps, toys, blocks, etc.
· This exercise can incorporate measurement skills by sorting by characteristics like size and weight.  
· This exercise can incorporate geometry skills by sorting by characteristics like shape.
· This can be a small group activity or can be used for clean up after another activity.


	EM 26 - Easy

Treasure                                     

	Description: Children observe and recognise nature in their immediate surroundings. 



	Materials
	Classroom objects in difference sizes and shapes (e.g. buttons, stones, fabrics, toys), containers

	Primary Skill
	((? Sorting & Classification

	Secondary Skills
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Instructions


	1. To prepare, create containers filled with “treasures” (a mixture of common objects) before class. Each container should include a mixture of things like buttons, stones, beans, seeds, chalk etc.
2. Divide the children into small groups and give each group a container.
3. Say, “We are going to play a game where you sort the different things in these containers.”
4. Help the children to sort them by asking questions like: “Are all the buttons of the same size?” and “How are the objects alike or different?”
5. Finally, organize the treasures by one characteristic and lay them in groups. Working with the children, compare and contrast the different types of treasures. For example, they may create piles of treasures like: 2 small toys, 4 big toys, 3 red buttons, 5 green buttons.
6. Walk around the room and ask the children to explain their sorting criteria. 

	Extensions and Variations
	· Other things to collect and sort: seeds, stones, flowers, insects, etc.
· This exercise can incorporate measurement skills by sorting by characteristics like size and weight.  
· This exercise can incorporate geometry skills by sorting by shape, e.g. putting all things shaped like a rectangle together, put everything with curved sides together etc..
· Use objects to demonstrate simple addition and subtraction. For example, “I have 3 beans. If I take 2 more, how many will I have altogether?”


	EM 27 - Hard

Can You Find What I See? 

	Description: Children take a guess of a specific block the teacher has in mind by asking “yes” or “no” questions relating to the blocks’ attributes (e.g. shapes, sizes, colour).



	Materials
	A block or other object from around the room.

	Primary Skill
	((? Sorting & Classification

	Secondary Skills
	( Geometry, [image: image15.png]


 Measurement, ( Talking and Listening

	Instructions


	1. Say, “We are playing a game today. I am thinking about one of the blocks you have been playing with but I won’t tell you which block I’m thinking about. To find out, you can ask me questions about the blocks’ shape, size, colour, sides and corners. The rule is that it has to be a special type of question that starts like this “Do you see a block that…?” so I can answer just yes, or no to.  If you ask my a different type of question, like “What is the colour of the block?” then I will not be able to answer, I will put my fingers on my lips instead to show you that I can’t answer that question. So let me give you some example questions that you can ask “Do you see a block that is blue?” Or “do you see a block that has 4 sides?” or do you see a block that is very big?”
2. Then say, “Now, let’s play the game. I’m thinking of one of these blocks.  Who can ask me a question that begins with  “Do you see a block that is…?”
3. If the answer to a question is no, ask the children to remove all the blocks with that characteristic. For example if the ask “do you see a block that is red?” and you say no, then the children can remove all the red blocks. Continue until the mystery block has been identified.

	Extensions and Variations
	· This activity can done with different kinds of objects in the room.
· This can also be done with more than one block (“I am thinking of two blocks”).
· Children can take turns being the leader and whisper to the teacher the mystery block they are thinking about. Then, respond to questions from the other children in class, with the teacher helping if the leader gets confused.


	EM 28 - Hard

Sorting Ourselves!                                    

	Description: The teacher sorts the children and they try to guess how.



	Materials
	None.

	Primary Skill
	((? Sorting & Classification

	Secondary Skills
	(((  ((( Patterns

	Instructions


	1. Says, “Let’s play a sorting game.”  

2. Help the children to sit in a way so that they can all see clearly 

3. Select several girls and put them in one group and several boys and put them in another group. 

4. Ask the children “How did I sort your classmates?” Children then guess to see how the teacher has sorted them. If they find it difficult, give them some help.

5. Then the children can all sit down. The teacher then sorts 7 or 8 children in another way. Children then guess how the teacher has sorted them. Examples are height (tall and short); colour of their shoes (green in one group and blue in another, or red in one group and orange in another); darker skin tone and lighter skin tone. 

6. When sorting this way, give the rest of the children who were not sorted a chance to join in by giving them a task. For example if you sort them by blue shoes and green shoes, when the children have correctly guessed how you were sorting them you can say, “all children with green shoes clap your hands and all children with blue shoes tap your head.

7. Give 2 children a chance to decide quietly on 2 sorting characteristics that they want to sort the children by. Ask the 2 children to whisper the characteristics to you so that you can help of you need to. Those 2 children can then select 4 children with one of the characteristics and 4 different children with the other characteristic. The rest of the children then have to guess how they 8 selected children were sorted.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Children can take turns being the leaders and having the other children in the class guess.
· When the children get comfortable with this activity, sort them by two criteria. For example, girls who are tall and boys who are wearing red shoes.


Comparison & Measurement



	EM 29 - Easy 
Bigger and Smaller 

	Description: Children notice the difference between bigger and smaller.


	Materials
	Rocks of different sizes.

	Primary Skill
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Secondary Skills
	((? Sorting & Classification

	Instructions

	1. Tell the children, “We are going to learn about bigger and smaller. Do you know the difference?”
2. Let them try to explain the difference between big and small.
3. Show the children two rocks: one that is bigger and one that is smaller. Tell them which one is bigger and which one is smaller.

4. Hold up two other rocks and ask which one is bigger and which one smaller. If they need help, tell them the answer.

5. Keep doing this with new rocks until they understand the concept.

6. Give children each a pile of rocks and let them sort them from little to big.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Have the children sort all sort of different things by size, such as: leaves, blocks, beans, beads, books, etc.




	EM 30 - Easy 
Which Stick?

	Description: Children decide which stick is longer.


	Materials
	Sticks of varying lengths

	Primary Skill
	[image: image17.png]


 Comparison & Measurement

	Secondary Skills
	((? Sorting & Classification

	Instructions

	1. Say, “We are going to look at different sticks to decide which one is longer!”

2. Show the children two sticks. Lay them side by side.

3. Ask the children, “Which stick is longer?”

4. Let them answer. If they have trouble, hold the two sticks up so that they are “standing” on a table. Ask, “Which stick finishes higher-up higher than the other stick?”

5. Do this several more times with different sticks.

6. Give children their own sticks to play with and decide which one is longer.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Try this activity with different objects, besides sticks. For example, which string is longer? Which table is longer? Which leg is longer (using two different children’s legs).

· Give each group of children a selection of sticks and ask them to sort them from longest to shortest

· Take the children on a nature walk to collect different types of sticks

· Ask the children to sort them from longest to shortest

· Ask them to sort them into 3 piles long, medium-length and short

· Ask them how else they can sort the sticks

· When the children re good at this exercise you can do it with a mixed collection of objects for the children to try and put in order from longer to shorter. They may discover that they will need to decide which side to measure in order to establish if it’s longer or shorter than another object




	EM 31 - Easy 
The Heaviest Rock

	Description: Children learn about weight by deciding which rock is heavier using a bucket of water.


	Materials
	Rocks of various sizes, bucket or container (preferably clear), water

	Primary Skill
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Secondary Skills
	((? Sorting & Classification

	Instructions

	1. Say, “We are going to look at rocks and decide which one is heavier.”

2. Show the children some rocks. Let them pick them up and feel them. 

3. Ask, “Do you know what heavy is? Which rock do you think is the heaviest?”

4. They may not understand. Explain “When something is heavy, it is hard to carry. For example, this chair is heavy. I can move it, but I can’t carry it for a long time. Can you pick up this chair?”

5. Choose a child to try to pick up the chair. The child will have difficulty. Explain that it is hard to lift because it is heavy. [You can add another example, instead of a chair, if you like. For example, a bag of rice or a bag of potatoes.]

6. Now give that child a rock. Explain that it is easier to carry because it isn’t as heavy. Explain that big things are usually heavier than little things, but sometimes it is hard to tell which thing is heavier if they are the same size.

7. Show the children the rocks again. Say, “Now we are going to see which rocks are heavier than others. We will gently drop two rocks into the bucket at the same time. The one that touches the bottom of the bucket first is the heavier one because the water can’t hold it up as well.”

8. Gently drop two rocks into the bucket at the same time and watch them sink. Note which one was the heavier. Make sure that the children can see them sink.

9. Try this with lots of different rock combinations.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Try this activity with different objects, like blocks. 

· Try this activity again but instead of using water, let the children hold a rock in each hand and let them decide which is heavier.

· Children can do this on their own in the math corner or in the sand and water corner (if the class has one).

· Choose a master rock to measure the other rocks against. Then create a chart with 3 boxes – heavier, the same and lighter and have the children measure the different items against the ‘master’ rock and place them on the chart according to their relative weight.

· Create a chart with heaviest, medium and lightest and see if the children can categorise different items and place them in one of the 3 boxes based on their relative weight.




	EM 32 - Easy 
As Fast As You Can

	Description: Challenge children to complete a task within a limited time frame.


	Materials
	Timer or hourglass or clock

	Primary Skill
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Secondary Skills
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Instructions

	1. Say, “We are going to play a game called As Fast As You Can. You will have to be very fast to do this! I am going to tell you to do something, and you will have to do it before time runs out.”

2. Give the children a task and a time limit. For example, find five books in 30 seconds, or find four things that are shaped like rectangles in one minute, etc.

3. Set a timer and let the children go. When the timer rings, tell the children to stop. If a timer/clock is not available, you can set a timer on your phone or else just count out loud. See who was able to complete the task and who wasn’t. Praise all of the children for trying.

4. Do this several times with different tasks. Remember to have the children put the objects back in their proper place after each task is completed.

	Extensions and Variations
	· You can offer the children a treat for completing the task before the timer runs out. For example, you can give them extra playtime, read them an extra story, or something else they enjoy.

· You can use this activity to get the children ready to go outside, come back inside, or clean up the classroom. For example, you can say “Let’s see if we can line up in a straight line to go outside in less than 20 seconds!”

· This activity can also be used for tasks like stacking blocks, drawing six squares, or something else.




	EM 33 - Easy 
Fill It!

	Description: Children fill a container using a smaller container to learn about measurement and volume.


	Materials
	A spoon, a cup, a bowl, a bucket, water

	Primary Skill
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Secondary Skills
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Instructions

	1. Say, “We are going to play a game called Fill It! We are going to see how long it takes to fill different containers.”

2. First, gather a spoon, a cup, and a bucket of water and ask the children “Which can hold more water, a spoon or a cup?” They will answer that a cup can hold more water.

3. Say, “Let’s see how many spoons of water it takes to fill the cup.” Let the children take turns dipping the spoon into the bucket and pouring the water into the cup. Make a mark on the board for each spoonful the children pour in  and count the marks with the children at the end.

4. After filling the cup, thank all of the children for helping and ask “Which can hold more water, a cup or a bowl” and hold up the cup and the bowl. They will answer that a bowl can hold more water.

5. Say, “Let’s see how many cups of water it takes to fill the bowl.” Let the children take turns dipping the cup into the bucket and pouring the water into the bowl. Help the children count the number of cups.

6. Repeat this again, using different combinations of the containers.

7. Make sure that every child who wants to pour water from one container to the other gets the chance to do so at least once. If the activity finishes before every child has had a chance let the children to who did  not have a go have a chance the next time you do the activity.

	Extensions and Variations
	· You can make a chart that notes how many spoonfuls it takes to fill: a cup, a bowl, and the bucket. Then how many cups it takes to fill: a bowl, a bucket, and so on.

· Instead of water, use sand or dirt or some other material. This can also be done with other types of containers.

· Children can also do this on their own once they have learned how to do the activity with the teacher’s help.




	EM 34 - Easy 
Number our Days!

	Description: Children learn the days of the week.

	Materials
	Paper and pens

	Primary Skill
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Secondary Skills
	((? Numbers & Counting

	Instructions

	1. Do this activity on a Monday. Draw a chart with 7 boxes and say, “We are going to number the days of the week., who knows what day it is today? Let the children guess. If they get it wrong then congratulate them for trying and tell them that it is Monday. Write ‘Monday’ in the 1st box, and spell it out for the children whilst you do it “m-o-n-d-a-y, Monday”. Explain to the children that Monday is the 1st day of the week, and the 1st day at ECCD after the weekend.. Write a number 1 over the 1st box.

2. Ask the children if they know what day the next day will be, if they don’t know tell them it will be “Tuesday” and writes Tuesday in the second box, spelling it out as you do so “t-u-e-s-d-a-y, Tuesday”. Ask the children, “if Monday is the 1st day [point to the number 1 above Monday], what number of the week is Tuesday?” If the children get it right write a number 2 above the box that says Tuesday, if they do not get it right congratulate them for trying and explain that Tuesday is the 2nd day because it comes directly after Monday which is the first day. Tuesday is also their 2nd day at the ECCD after the weekend. Write a number 2 above the box that says Tuesday. Continue going through this exercise all the way up to Friday.

3. When you get to Saturday continue as you did with the other days of the week by asking the children if they know what day comes after Friday. If they don’t know tell them it will be “Saturday” and write Saturday in the second box, spelling it out as you did before. Ask the children, “if Friday is the 5th day [point to the number 5 above Friday], what number of the week is Saturday?” If the children do not know congratulate them for trying and explain that Saturday is the 6th day because it comes directly after Friday which is the 5th day.  Then ask the children if they know what is different about Saturday from the first 5 days of the week. Let the children guess for a while. If they say that it is the weekend, or that they do not come to the ECCD on that day then congratulate them and ask what the last day of the week is, if they do not know explain that on Saturday they do not come to the ECCD centre because it is the weekend, then ask them which day comes next and repeat the exercise for Sunday, this time asking the children if they can tell you what happens on a Sunday.

4. Above Saturday and Sunday write ‘the weekend’, and put the chart up on the wall.

5. When you have finished the chart, go through the whole week with the children chanting with you “The 1st day of the week is Monday, the 2nd day of the week is Tuesday, the 3rd day of the week is Wednesday” etc. If there is a song about days of the week in Kinyarwanda, sing it with the children.

6. For the rest of that week, ask the children when they arrive if they know what day it is, point to the chart and explain what day and number of the week it is.

7. On the next Monday start the activity again and ask the children if they remember what the first day of the week is etc. Continue doing this activity every week until the children know there days of the week well.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Use this activity for the months of year when the children get more advanced.




	EM 35 - Easy 
Everybody Likes Monday!

	Description: Children practice the days of the week.


	Materials
	A ball (you can use a ball made out of crumpled paper)

	Primary Skill
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Secondary Skills
	((? Sorting & Classification

	Instructions

	8. Say, “We are going to sing a song about the days of the week. Here’s how it goes: 

“Monday, Monday everyone likes Monday. Monday is a fun day. It’s the first day of the week.”

9. Let the children repeat the chant after you. Then say the rest of the lines of the chant, letting the children repeat after each line:

“Tuesday, Tuesday everyone likes Tuesday. Tuesday is a fun day. It’s the second day of the week.” etc.

10. Once they have practiced, say “Now can everyone stand in a circle. One student hold the ball and calls out “Monday,” then everyone sings the chant for Monday. Then the student with the ball throws it to someone else. The child who catches the ball calls “Tuesday” and everyone sings the chant for Tuesday.  Then the child who called Tuesday throws the ball to another child who says “Wednesday”. This activity continues going through all the days of the week in order, going faster and faster if possible.

11. When the children reach Sunday the next child starts again with Monday.

12. Continue this activity for 10 minutes or until the children appear to grow tired of the game. 

	Extensions and Variations
	· Use this activity for the months of year when the children get more advanced.

· Make sure the children are familiar with activity EM 35 before doing this activity




	EM 36 - Easy 
Who is Taller? Who is Shorter?

	Description: Children determine whether their classmates are taller or shorter than one another


	Materials
	None.

	Primary Skill
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Secondary Skills
	((? Sorting & Classification

	Instructions

	13. Say, “We are going to see who the tallest person in the class is. I am going to invite two children to come up to the front and the rest of you are going to tell me which child is taller.”

14. Invite two children with quite different heights to the front and have them stand side-by-side (or back-to-back if it is easier). Ask the class, “Which child is taller?”

15. Once the class answers send the shorter child back to his or her seat and invite another child to the front and ask which child is taller.

16. Continue doing this until all of the children have had a chance to come to the front and until one child is determined to be the tallest in the class.

	Extensions and Variations
	· This activity can also be done in small groups. For example, the girls can decide who is the tallest girl and the boys can decide who is the tallest boy. This can also be done to find the smallest person in the class.

· Instead of height, the children can compare feet size (they put their feet side-by-side or touch soles of feet to decide), hand size, leg length, or something else. They may find that the tallest child is also the one with the largest hands, feet, and longest legs!




	EM 37 - Easy 
Lili Says 

	Description: Children learn about position words through this game.


	Materials
	None.

	Primary Skill
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Secondary Skills
	((? Sorting & Classification

	Instructions

	1. Stand in a circle. Now we will play a game. If Lili says do something, please do it. If Lili does not say to do it, stand very still. [If children are already familiar with ‘Simon Says’, you can use that name instead, or any name of your choosing.] “Lili says put your hands on over your head.” “Lili says put your hands below your chin.” “Put your hands beside your ears.”

2. If a child / some children put their hands beside their ears they sit down because lili didn’t say to do it
3. The teacher helps the children practice the following commands before the game begins: 

Put your hands between your knees.

Put your hands over your head. 

Put your hands behind your back.

Put your hands under your chin.

Put your hands over your head.

Put your hands beside your ears. 

4. Ask if everyone understands. 

5. Everyone stands and let’s begin. Continue commands until all children are sitting or they seem to loose interest in the game. Sometimes start with “Lili says” and sometimes forget it. Encourage a child to try being Lili.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Encourage a child to try being Lili 

· Do this activity but instead of just asking them to put their hands somewhere, give them some other task, like stacking blocks, for example.

· Try a similar game called ‘do what I say, not what I do” where the children must do what you say not what you do. Sometimes do the same action that you say, and sometimes do a different action from what you are saying. When the children don’t do what you are saying (but do instead what you are doing) they sit down.




	EM 38 - Hard
Measure with Your Feet

	Description: Children draw shapes that they have just seen from memory.


	Materials
	Chalk, chalkboard

	Primary Skill
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Secondary Skills
	123 Numbers & Counting

	Instructions

	1. Say, “We are going to measure how long something is by using our feet!!”

2. Children think of a list of things they would like to measure in length. For example, they could measure a rug, a table, and a path.

3. Once they have agreed on what things they are going to measure (at least two), ask “Which do you think is longer, [object one] or [object two]?”

4. After they have answered, say “Let’s find out!”

5. Show the children how to measure the first object with their feet (by putting their heel at the start of the object and stepping along, putting their next heel to their toes, counting how many steps they need to take). They my find it easier if they do this in partners, on child stepping, and the other child helping the stepping child to line up their heels and toes well and count the number of steps they are taking.  Then they can make a record of the measurement on a piece of paper. Let all of the children try it.

6. Then, have the children measure the second object (if they are working in pairs they should swap roles)

7. Then say “Let’s see if we were right! How many of you found that [object one] is more feet than [object two]? Is that what we thought?”

8. Finish by saying, “Now we know that [longer object] is longer than [shorter object]! Great job!”

	Extensions and Variations
	· This activity can be done with things other than feet. The children can measure using 2 blocks, a pencil, their hands, or something else.

· This activity can be done with outdoor objects as well as indoor object. For example, it can be done with distance: “What is farther? The distance from the school door to the tree, or from the tree to the fence?”




	EM 39 - Hard 
Exploring a Tree

	Description: Children notice and record the attributes of a tree in the schoolyard.


	Materials
	A tree, paper, pencil, string or rope, drawing materials (crayons, markers, or colored pencils)

	Primary Skill
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Secondary Skills
	(((  ((( Patterns , ((? Sorting & Classification, ( Talking and Listening, 

	Instructions

	1. Say, “We are going to explore a tree. Do any of you have a favorite tree outside that you like to play near?”

2. Let the children answer, if they have a favorite tree, go outside to that one. If not, choose any tree that is nearby and safe for the children to stand near to.

3. Say, “We are going to explore many different parts of the tree. First, let’s all touch the trunk of the tree. How does it feel?”

4. Write down their answers. They may say that it (the bark) is smooth or rough.

5. Ask them more questions about the tree, such as: the color of the trunk, the color of the leaves, the feel of the leaves, the number of branches, the smell of the trunk, the smell of the leaves, the shape of the leaves, whether the tree is short or tall, how wide the trunk is (using the string to measure how wide it is, then measuring the length of the string with their feet), etc.

6. Record all of these answers on your sheet of paper. 

7. Once you have explored the tree, take the children back inside (or do this outside if it is safe) and let them draw the tree.

8. Make a display with all their different tree pictures as well as the facts they found out about the tree.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do explorations of other trees and compare the two trees.

· Do explorations of other classroom items and objects outside.




	EM 40 - Hard
Day and Night 

	Description: Children record the differences between day and night.


	Materials
	Paper, markers, drawing materials (crayons, markers, or colored pencils)

	Primary Skill
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 Comparison & Measurement

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening

	Instructions

	1. Either on a big piece of paper, several smaller pieces of paper stuck together, or on the black board, make a big chart with two boxes. At the top of one box writes ‘DAY’ and draw a picture of a sun, and at the top of the other box write ‘NIGHT’ and draw a picture of the moon. 
2. Tell the children, “Today we are going to talk about day and night. You are going to tell me what daytime is like, and also what nighttime is like and how they are different.”

3. Ask, “First, what does day look like?” They may answer that day is light or it is bright. Then ask the same question about night. As they answer write their answers down on the chart.

4. Next, ask, “What does day feel like?” They may answer that day is warm. Then ask the same question about night.

5. Next ask, “What can you see in the sky during daytime?” They may answer that you can see the sun and clouds during day. Then ask the same question about night.

6. Next ask, “What does day sound like?” They may answer that day is loud. Then ask the same question about night.

7. Next ask, “What do you do during the day?” They may answer that they play and learn and eat during the day. Then ask the same question about night, they may answer that they sleep at night.

8. Write all of their answers on the chart or blackboard.

9. To finish, repeat back what they told you about the day and then what they told you about the night, invite half of the class to make a drawing about the day and the other half to make a drawing about the night. 

	Extensions and Variations
	· Make a book about day and night using the chart and the children’s pictures.
· Do this sort of comparison activity with other things like dry season and wet season, or at home and at school.


Geometry



	EM 41 - Easy 
Shape of the Week

	Description: Children learn about one shape over the course of a week. 

	Materials
	Blackboard and chalk, paper and pencils, number cards, rocks or beans 

	Primary Skill
	( Geometry

	Secondary Skills
	( Talking and Listening, ( Understanding about Print 

	Instructions

	10. Say “Every week we pick a different Shape of the Week. This week’s shape is [insert shape].”
11. Draw the shape on the board and say the shape’s name. For example, draw a circle and say that the name of the shape is “a circle.”

12. Ask the children to repeat the name of the shape (for example, all children say “circle”). 
13. Ask the children some questions about the shape. For example, ask what other things they can think of or see in the classroom, that are the same shape. Ask them, “What shape is your head? What shape are your eyes?” Ask them about the shape. Ask how many sides it has. How many corners etc.

14. Show the children how to draw the shape in the air with their fingers. Then have the children draw the  shape with their finger on the back of a friend.

15. If paper is available, give each child a sheet of paper and a pencil and draw the shape, or have them trace or draw the shape in the dirt. Show them again how to draw the shape by drawing it on the board. Ask the children to practice drawing the shape on their sheet of paper. They can do this several times.

16. Over the course of the week, point out to the children every time the Shape of the Week appears in a book, on a poster, or outside. Use other activities to highlight this shape. 

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this for all of the shapes (squares, rectangles, triangles, ovals, etc.).
· Use this activity to make a shape book by sticking the children’s pictures together to make a book about shapes. 
· Use other activities to highlight this shape.




	EM 42 – Easy
Stick Shapes

	Description: Children make shapes using sticks, pebbles, beads, or some other material



	Materials
	Shape cards, sticks (or toothpicks, beads, pebbles, bottle caps, shells etc.)

	Primary Skill
	( Geometry

	Secondary Skills
	123 Numbers & Counting , (((  ((( Patterns

	Instructions

	14. Give each child a card or a piece of paper with the shape that the children are focusing on that day drawn onto it clearly.. 
15. Next, draw the shape on the board and say its name. 
16. Show the children how to trace the shape with their fingers. Describe the shape, making note if it has straight lines, curves, or angles.
17. Next, give each child several sticks (or toothpicks, beads, pebbles, bottle caps etc.) and show them how to trace the shape with the sticks by laying them on the outline of the shape.
18. Let them try to do this with different types of materials. For example, if they make a square out of sticks first, let them make a square out of pebbles or rocks next. 

19. After they have done this a few times, congratulate them on learning about that shape.

	Extensions and Variations
	· For an outside activity, trace a very large version of the shape in the ground using a stick. Have the children work together to trace the shape using rocks, big sticks, or their own bodies (everyone stands on the line to make the shape).
· Ask the children to collect the materials that you will use to make the shape. Consider letting them choose which materials from outside would be most helpful for making the shape that is drawn on their paper. Encourage them to think about the width and length and shape of the materials they might want to use in comparison to the shape that is drawn on their paper. Let them take their papers outside to help them find a good match.




	EM 43 - Easy
Let’s Act Out Shapes

	Description: Children make shapes using their bodies.



	Materials
	None.

	Primary Skill
	( Geometry

	Secondary Skills
	None.

	Instructions

	1. First, say “We are going to use our bodies to make shapes! I will draw a shape on the board and then we will find different ways to make this shape with our bodies.”
2. Draw a shape on the board. For example, a square.
3. Next say, “Let’s make a [insert shape] with our hands!” Show the children how to make the shape using their fingers or hands.
4. Next say, “Let’s make a [insert shape] with our bodies!” Show the children how to lie on the floor in a way that makes that shape (or as close to it as possible).
5. Next say, “Let’s all work together to make a [insert shape] with all of our bodies put together!” Direct the children so that they all lay down on the floor to make a big version of the shape.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this for each of the shapes over time.
· This can also be done in small groups instead of as one big class shape. When using small groups, it may be helpful to invite some of the children to see the shape by standing above the children who are lying down.
· Ask the children to get into pairs, they will work together - helping each other, to try to find different ways to make the same shape with their bodies. After letting the children try to make the shapes for 5-10 minutes, ask all the children to come back together and invite some of the pairs to show the other children one of the different ways that they made the shape with their bodies. Invite the other children to copy the way the pair did it.




	EM 44 - Easy
Shape Bingo

	Description: The teacher will show children shape cards and the children will mark them on their bingo cards.


	Materials
	Shape cards, shape bingo cards, stones or bottle caps

	Primary Skill
	( Geometry

	Secondary Skills
	123 Numbers & Counting , (((  ((( Patterns

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, make cards with nine random shapes on them. Make one card for each child (or one card between two and they can work in pairs). Every card should be different. Give the cards to the children and ask the children to collect 9 stones each (if the children struggle with this, make sure all the children have found 9 by asking them to lay their stones out in 3 lines of 3 like this 
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, one on top of each other, this will help you to check quickly if they all have 9 stones and give any children who don’t have enough a few more / reduce the collection of any children that have too many). The Bingo cards might look like this:

Bingo!










2. Say “Now we will play a game with our shape cards.  Please sit close enough so that you can see these cards.  I’ll hold up a card.  If you know the name of the shape on the card, shout it out.  Then look at your bingo card and if you have that shape, put a stone over it, but remember you can only use one stone each time, so, even if you have 2 of the same shape, you can only cover one of them each time. Once you have filled your card and every shape is covered with a stone, you must shout “Bingo!” and that means you have won!”

3. Begin the game.  

4. Help any children that are struggling by pointing out the target shape on their card. 

5. The first person that covers all of the shapes on their card and shouts “Bingo!” is the winner! When some children are close to winning you may have to remind the children that they need to shout “Bingo!” when they have put a stone on all of their shapes.

6. When the game is over, collect the cards for another day.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Divide the children into small groups with one child in each group assigned as the leader (Here, choose a child that seems to know the shapes well.  Be sure to choose girls as well as boys).  That child will be given a pile of shape cards and will hold up for the other children to think of the name of the shape (similar to what they have seen the teacher do).  This gives some children the chance to practice leadership, and more children a chance to win the Bingo game. 
· If it is not possible to make Bingo cards, you can do this using the blackboard and the children’s notebooks. Draw a selection of shapes on the blackboard, and ask the children to choose some and draw them into their notebooks, e.g. draw 6 shapes and ask the children to draw 3. Then hold up a shape card, the children shout out what it is and then draw a line through it if they have it drawn in their notebooks. If they have not drawn it, they do nothing. This continues until someone has won the game.




	EM 45 - Easy
Find Your Partner

	Description: Each child receives a card with a shape, and matches it to a card with the same shape held by another child.



	Materials
	Shape cards

	Primary Skill
	( Geometry

	Secondary Skills
	((? Sorting & Classification

	Instructions

	1. Before beginning, prepare enough cards for each child, every card must have one shape on it, and must have a matching card that looks exactly the same at least two cards for each shape .. Make sure that there are an even number of every card design so that the children can always find a pair. If there are an odd number of children in the class join the game yourself so that there are an even number of players.
2. Give one of the cards to each child (if there are more children than shapes, add duplicates, ensuring that all the duplicates pair up.)
3. Ask the children to stand up and then say “Each of you has one shape.  Now, walk around and find a child who has the same shape that you have.  Look carefully at your cards to be sure they are the same shape.  When you find your ‘teammate,’ come back to the circle and sit together.  See how quickly you can find your teammate.” 

4. Praise the children who formed teams Be sure to give all children praise,. Remember that each child has different strengths and learning needs!

5. Ask each team to show their cards and say the shape that they have (or the teacher can tell them the name of the shape if they have not learned it yet).
6. Mix up the cards and do this again. Continue for 15-20 minutes or until the children lose interest.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this activity with numbers, letters, or colors.

· Instead of giving out matching cards to children, the teacher can hide a set of shape cards around the room or outside and give a matching set of shape cards to the children so that instead of finding a partner, they need to match their shape card with a shape card somewhere in the room or outside.
· When the children become skilled at this game, you can make pairs of cards that have two shapes on each card. As the children become more and more skilled you can continue to add to the number of shapes on each card, as well as adding more and more unusual shapes




	EM 46 - Easy

Shapes Inside Shapes

	Description: Children learn about size and shapes by making shapes within shapes.


	Materials
	Shape cards

	Primary Skill
	( Geometry

	Secondary Skills
	(Comparison & Measurement

	Instructions

	1. Take the children outside.
2. Take a stick and make a large circle in the dirt with the children’s help.
3. Then, invite the children to help you to make another circle—this one inside the first one—in the dirt.
4. Do this again, until you have small, medium, and large circle in the dirt. 
5. Use this opportunity to find out the words that the children already know to describe different sizes.
6. Introduce new vocabulary e.g small, medium and large if the children need it.Let the children continue making circles in the dirt. They can make their own circles or they can make more circles within your circles.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this activity with other shapes.
· Invite the children to do this activity on their own or in small groups.




	EM 47 - Hard
Connecting Shapes 

	Description: Children make shape patterns using straight sticks.



	Materials
	Enough straight sticks of approximately the same size for each child to have 9 or more sticks each

	Primary Skill
	( Geometry

	Secondary Skills
	Motor skills

	Instructions

	1. Give each child a pile of small sticks that are all about the same size.
2. Draw a shape on the board, e.g.  a triangle.
3. Ask the class, “What is the name of this shape?” They will answer “Triangle”, if they do not know tell them.
4. Ask the class, “How many sides does a triangle have? Let’s count!”
5. Count the sides of the triangle together with the children. “There are three sides.”
6. Then say, “Take three sticks. See if you can make a triangle with the three sticks.” If they need help, show them how to do it. 
7. Then say, “Let’s see if we can make a friend for this shape! Can we make another triangle to be a friend to this triangle?” 
8. Have them make as many triangles as they can before their sticks run out. 
9. Then help them count their triangles. Say, “How many triangle friends did you make?”
10. After they have done this for a while, begin again with another shape that has straight sides like a square (four sticks) or a rectangle (six sticks) then congratulate them on learning about that shape by making stick patterns.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Make increasingly complex patterns (two triangles then a square, for example).
· Besides sticks, other materials can be used.
· Challenge the children by giving them harder problems: make one big triangle with three little triangles inside
· Ask the children to help you find 10 / 15 or ‘many’ sticks each. They can use straight things (such as the side of a table) to judge if the sticks are straight enough, and they can help each other with the task
· Help the children count how many sticks they have used to make their number of triangles. Make a chart together with the children to record how many sticks were used and how many triangles were made by each child. Study the chart with the children and make observations such as: 1) all the children who made the same number of triangles used the same number of sticks, 2) all children that made more triangles used more sticks, 3) Most children made xx number of triangles etc




	EM 48 - Hard 
Shapes in the Environment

	Description: Children find shapes in nature or out on the neighborhood.



	Materials
	Shape hunt sheet (see instructions below), paper, pencils, drawing materials (crayons, markers, or colored pencils)

	Primary Skill
	( Geometry

	Secondary Skills
	None.

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, make a Shape Hunt Sheet (one sheet for each group of 4 children). Draw a line across middle of the page. Then, in the top half on the left hand side of the sheet, draw  a rectangle, and in the bottom half of the sheet, on the left hand side, draw a circle, like this:


2.                                         This will leave space for the children to draw tally 
                                         marks on the right hand side next to each shape like this:Say, “Today we are going on a circle and rectangle hunt! Every time you see a circle outside, you will draw a small line next to the circle on your paper so that you remember. Every time you find a rectangle you will also draw a small line next to the rectangle. Try to find five circles and five rectangles. Then when we come back to the room you will draw one particular circle that you saw and one particular rectangle that you saw—so try to remember one example of each!”
3. Show the children where to draw the lines. For example, if you saw two rectangles and a circle, your sheet would look like the one pictured above.

4. Take the children outside and help them to search for rectangles and circles. After most of the children have found several of each, remind them to try to remember what one particular circle and one particular rectangle looked like.

5. Bring the children back to the classroom and ask for volunteers to share where they saw circles and rectangles and what they looked like. 

6. Give each child a sheet of paper and some drawing materials to draw one of the circles they saw and one of the rectangles that they saw. When they are done, post the pictures on the wall of the classroom.

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this with other shapes (triangles, squares, etc.).




	EM 49 - Hard 
Magic Paper

	Description: Children explore shapes by folding paper.



	Materials
	Square sheets of paper

	Primary Skill
	( Geometry

	Secondary Skills
	None.

	Instructions

	1. To prepare, make sure you have many square sheets of paper. Give one to each child and keep on for yourself.
2. Say, “This is a magic piece of paper. Right now it is one shape, but we are going to make it change into many different shapes!”

3. Hold up the sheet of paper. Ask the children what shape it is. If they try to guess the shape and don’t get it right, tell them that it is a square.

4. After they answer that it is a square, show them how to fold the sheet of paper in half (to make a rectangle). Help the children to do this.

5. Then ask them what shape the paper is now. If they try to guess the shape and don’t get it right, tell them that it is a rectangle.

6. After they answer that it is a rectangle, show the children how to unfold the paper and then fold it diagonally to make a triangle. 

7. Ask the children what shape the paper is now. 

8. Continue folding the paper in different ways to make different  types shapes. Let the children play at folding for a while to explore what they can make.

9. To finish, say “Now you see how these pieces of paper are magic! They can turn into rectangles, triangles, and squares!”

	Extensions and Variations
	· Do this activity again, but focus on making many shapes and counting them. For example, when the square is folded in half and then unfolded, it makes two rectangles. When it is folded again (then unfolded), it makes four squares, etc.

· Fold your own piece of paper different ways to make different shapes. Then trace the lines that are left on the piece of paper on to a piece of cardboard that is the same size as the piece of paper. Next cut along the lines on your piece of paper. You will be left with a complete piece of cardboard with lines on it, and shapes made out of paper. You can then place the paper shapes onto the cardboard to make the square, using the lines on the cardboard to help you. Make many of these sets so the children can try to place the paper pieces onto the matching shapes drawn on the cardboard. 




	EM 50 - Hard 
Remember Shapes

	Description: Children draw shapes that they have just seen from memory.


	Materials
	Chalk, chalkboard

	Primary Skill
	( Geometry

	Secondary Skills
	Memory

	Instructions

	2. Say, “We are going to play a game called Remember Shapes. I am going to draw a shape on the board, then erase it, and you are going to try to remember it!”
3. Draw a simple shape on the board, such as a square, a circle, a rectangle, or a triangle.
4. Either tell the children what it is or ask for a volunteer to do so. 
5. Tell the children to look at the shape and to try to remember it.
6. Erase the shape. 
7. Tell the children, “Now it is your turn to draw the shape that I just made disappear. Can you bring it back?” Invite the children to draw the shape on the board (if there is enough room) or to draw the shape on paper or in the dirt with a stick.
8. Do this several times with a different shape each time.
9. After a while, say “Thank you for helping me to remember the shapes!”

	Extensions and Variations
	· Make the shape more complicated by combining two shapes (for example, a circle touching a rectangle).

· Draw the shapes on the black board with water, this will mean that the shapes disappear on their own and the children will have the same amount of time that the water stays visible to try to remember the shape
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