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ANé 1: Basic Facts about Language
1. Language is a form of communication-whether spoken, written, or signed-

that is based on a system of symbols. Language consists of the words used by
a community and the rules for varyiong and combining them.

2. Human beings including children need language to speak with others, listen
to others, read, and write. Our language enables us to describe past events in
detail and to plan for the future. Language lest us to pass down information
from one generation to the next and create a rich cultural heritage.

3. Language is highly ordered. The organization involves five systems of
rules: phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics. When we
say rules, we mean that language is orderly and the rules describe the weay
language works.

4. Phonology is the sound system of language including the sounds that are used
and how they ma be combined.

5. Morphology refers to the units of meaning involved in word formation.

6. Syntax involves the way words are combined to form acceptable phrases and
sentences.

7. Semantics refers to the meaning of words and sentences.

8. Pragmatics involves the appropriate use of language in different contexts.
They differ from culture to culture.

Please note that all these rules do not develop at a time.
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