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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Basic Social Studies (BSST 121) is designed for preschool certificate program trainees who will aims to fill the gap in teaching skills and values among newly graduates by providing them with real experiences of teaching social science in pre-school children. The course is prepared with the assumption that preschool certificate program trainees who are taking this course may have essential competencies in Geography and History subject matters. In response to this understanding, some necessary themes are selected from the two subjects and  included in this Basic Social Studies course to bridge the competency gap that the trainees .while in primary, secondary or preparatory education.  

The contents of this course are organized into five major units. The first three units are dealing with Geography themes while the last two units are about Historical themes. The first unit of the course deals with concepts of geography and   scope of geography. In the second unit it deals   about weather and climate  including definition, elements, controls, of weather , climate as well as causes and consequences of climate .The third unit shows the relative and absolute location of Ethiopia. Identify the major types and distribution of natural resources, Explain trends of population size. The fourth  units describe about state formation in Ethiopia, the introduction and expansion of Christianity and Islam, Catholicism in Ethiopia and the last unit is deals  with the modern history of Ethiopia.
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES

After the successful completion of the course, the trainees will be able to:

· Develop their abilities to understand the physical and human environment.  
· Recognize  their  professional and ethical positions to be role model for children.
· Apply skills of  locating places on  map and marginal information; 
· Know how the role of elements and controls of weather and climate; Climate variability and change in life condition of  an individual
· Think  causes and consequences of weather and climatic conditions.
· Analyse  impacts  of   rapid  population  growth  and  population  policy 
· Aware of the relation  between  physical and human  environment.
· Understand major economic activities of Ethiopia. 
· Understand the emergence of Aksumite state and its development.
· Aware of the emergence of Zaguwe dynasty
· Be aware of facts that appeared during the Zemene Mesafint.
· know how to select appropriate teaching strategies in teaching  Social science course 
· Develop skills how to integrate social science themes to daily life of children in preschool
UNIT 1: THE CONCEPT OF GEOGRAPHY (5 HOURS)

UNIT LEARNING OUTCOMES
 After completing this unit, trainees will be able to:
· Know the term geography , scope and approaches of geography; ;

· Expand knowledge of basic uses, categories and marginal information.  
· Develop  the skill  of  showing relative and absolute location of places on map 
· Aware of the relation  between  physical and human  environment
· Develop skills how to integrate social science themes to daily life of children in preschool.
	Specific Objectives


	Main Contents
	Instructional Methodology
	Instructional Materials
	Assessment Techniques

	After completing this content, trainees will be able to:

Discuss  the meaning of geography.

.

Decide the scope of geography.

Identify branches of geography.

Justify approaches of geography to study physical and human environments.
	1.1 The Concept of Geography   5hrs
· The physical and human environment
1.1.1 Meaning of Geography       1hr
1.1.2 Scope of Geography

1.1.3 Branches of Geography

· integrate social science themes to daily life of children
1.1.4..Approachesof Geography     
· The physical and human environment

	Group Discussion:

      Questioning and Answering

Demonstration method

Collaborative Learning:
	Flipcharts

Maps


	Group work
Written test 
Quiz

	. 

· Describe the meaning of map.

· State the basic uses of map

· Define definition of  maps  based on  purpose and  marginal information  map


	Map Reading               2hrs
1.1.5.Definition of  Map
1.1.6.Uses of  Map
1.1.7.Types of  maps       1hr


	Gapped lecture  method

Demonstration method
                      Project work
	Globe

E-Library

Protractors
	Assignment
Oral questions

Group work

Report writing

	. 
.
· Indicate relative and absolute location of places on map 


	1.1.8.Marginal Information on maps

1.1.9 Relative and absolute location of places on map
	Gap lecturing

Drawings:

Group work

Think-Pair-Share:
	world physical map

Compass points

Drawing materials

(Pencils, 

Boards, 

Rulers, etc.)


	Class presentation
Project
 work 
Group work




Unit Assessment 

 Students’ performance has to be assessed continuously over the whole unit. The assessment will be made by comparing students’ performance with the specified level of competencies. Besides, the instructor has to recognize the level of performance of each student and provide assistance accordingly. 
Thus , student  at  a  minimum  requirement  level  will  be  able  to  define geography; describe the development, determine the scope and  identify the branches  of  geography,  explain  the meaning,    the  basic  uses  of maps,  identify  some  of  the marginal information,  distinguish  conventional  signs  and  symbols  on  maps  and categorize maps  based  on  scale  and  purpose.  

In addition, a   student working above the minimum requirement   level and considered as higher achiever should be able to evaluate varied definitions of geography, state  the fundamental differences of maps  that are classified based  on  purpose and design her/his  own  signs  and  symbols  to  convey information  on  maps.  
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UNIT 2: WEATHER AND CLIMATE (6 HOURS)
Unit learning outcomes

 After completing this unit, trainees will be able to:
· Know the meaning of weather and climate and importance of their knowledge; 

· Understand elements of weather and climate and their controlling factors;

· Differentiate causes, consequences and solution of climatic change.
· Be aware of relating climate data of certain place into climatic regions after calculating the means and ranges of rainfall and temperature; 

· Recognize causes, consequences and combating measures of climate change;

	Specific Objectives
	Main contents
	Instructional Methodology
	Instructional Materials
	Assessment Techniques

	After completing this content, trainees will be able to:

· Explain the meaning of weather and climate.

· Discuss the importance of weather and climate..

· Enumerate the elements of weather and climate.

· Define temperature, and rainfall.
· Identify the controls of weather and climate

	Definition of weather and climate      1hr
Importance of  knowing about weather and climate

Elements of weather  and climate 2hrs
Temperature 

Rainfall 


	Lecture method

Group Discussion:
Group work

	Rain gauge
Wind veins

 Anemometer

Thermometers


	Group work

Report writing

Portfolios
Class presentation

Project work 



	· Demonstrate how to measure  and record rainfall and temperature data 
.

· Locate the major climatic regions of the world

	2.1 Controls of   weather and climate    2hrs

· Altitude

· Latitude 

· Landmasses and water bodies

2.2 Measuring and recording weather and climate

2.3 Major climatic zones of the world


	               Field Observation:
                 Metro logical station

                  Discussion

	World map

thermometer

Charts
	Group work

Project work

Mid. Exam


Unit Assessment 

 Students’ performance has to be assessed continuously over the whole unit. The assessment will be made by comparing students’ performance with the specified level of competencies.   Besides, the instructor has to recognize the level of performance of each student and provide assistance accordingly. 
Thus, a  student  at  a  minimum  requirement  level  will  be  able  to  explain what weather and climate means, express  the  importance of knowing about weather and climate; distinguish elements of weather and climate and factors responsible for the variation of weather and climate of a certain place overtime; identify impacts of weather and climate on human activities.
Besides, they can be able to explain and discuss the formation of  each  element  of  weather  and  climate  with  the  respecting  factor’s  of weather  and  climate;  explain  the  major  characteristics  of  selected  sub-regions of each  temperature zone of  the world and examine the factors  for characteristics of climatic region.  In addition, a student working above the minimum requirement level considered as higher achiever  should be  able  to  interpret  temperature data  , compute  mean and ranges of temperature . Besides, they can be able to relate climatic data with respective latitude.
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UNIT 3: GEOGRAPHY OF ETHIOPIA ( 5  HOURS )

Unit learning outcomes

 After completing this unit, trainees will be able to:
·    Know the physical Features, location, size and shape of Ethiopia. 
·    Recognize types and distribution of natural resources in Ethiopia.
· Develop tendencies of conserving major natural resources in their locality. 
· Understand the population distribution, controls of population distribution and settlement patterns in Ethiopia.
· Know the impact of high population growth  on different economic activities of Ethiopia.
· Appreciate the physical features   of locality.
	Specific Objectives
	Main Contents
	Instructional Methodology
	Instructional Materials
	Assessment Techniques

	After completing this content, trainees will be able to:

· Demonstrate the relative and absolute location of   Ethiopia. 

· Discuss the size and shape of Ethiopia. 

· Describe major landforms of Ethiopia.
·  Point out types and distribution of natural resources in Ethiopia

	3.1.Physical Features of Ethiopia  1hr
3.1..Location, size and shape of Ethiopia
3.1.2...Major   topography  of  Ethiopia    1hr
3.1.3..Major natural  resources of  Ethiopia   

· Vegetation

· Wildlife 

· Soils

· Water
· Minerals
	 Gapped -Lecture method
Demonstration:.
Peer teaching
Collaborative Learning:
Problem Solving:
Role play
Practical activity
	Physical Map of Ethiopia 

Flipcharts

Models, (wild animals, topography of their locality)

Pictures (settlements patterns, 
Pictures of
linkage and impact on natural resources
	Oral questions
Field visit
Group work

	· Explain trends of population size, growth and structures in Ethiopia

· State the population characteristics of Ethiopia using population pyramid.
· State factors affecting population distribution in Ethiopia.
· Discuss impacts of rapid population growth on natural environment, social services and economy of Ethiopia.
· Reflect on population policy of Ethiopia

· Identify different economic activities  in different  physical environment
	3.2.Population     1hr

3.2.1.Trends of population size, growth  rate and structures 

3.2..2.The spatial distribution of population and controlling factors   3hrs
3.2.3.The impacts of  rapid  population  growth and 
3.2.4..Population  policy of  Ethiopian  2hr
3.2.5.Major economic  Activities of Ethiopia 1hr
Primary economic  activities

Secondary economic activities

Tertiary economic activity
	Cases Studies:
Discussion method

Gapped lecturing  method

Demonstration Method

Story telling
	Photographs shows
Resources degradation
 soils, vegetation, water and minerals) 

Population Map of Ethiopia

Pollution pyramids
	Report writing

Portfolios
Class presentation
Project work 

Final exam


Unit Assessment  

 Students’ performance has to be assessed continuously over the whole unit. The assessment will be made by comparing students’ performance with the specified level of competencies. Besides, the instructor has to recognize the level of performance of each student and provide assistance accordingly. 
Thus, a student at a minimum requirement level will be able to show the relative and absolute location of Ethiopia; discuss the size and shape of Ethiopia; explain the conservation of natural resources ; define soil, identify formation of soils and list the major soil types of Ethiopia; state causes and impacts of soil degradation in Ethiopia and analyse ways of soil conservation in Ethiopia; differentiate climatic zones of Ethiopia.  
Moreover, they can indicate the trends  of population size, growth and structure of Ethiopia; distinguish the spatial distribution of population and factors affecting population distribution in Ethiopia; identify settlement patterns in Ethiopia and state the reasons for their variation; discuss the determinants of population  changes in Ethiopia; realize impacts of rapid population growth on natural resources and national economy.
A student at a minimum requirement level will be able to defend how and why we better practice the use of natural resources wisely, and inter-relate rate of population growth with economic development using the conditions of Ethiopia.
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Unit4: Survey of Ethiopian History and the Horn to 1855 (8 Hours)
Unit learning outcomes

Upon completing this unit, trainees will be able to:

· Delineate the historical developments of Ethiopian state formation and expansion.
· Understand the role of Zaguwe  Dynasty in Ethiopian History.

· Expound major causes and effects of the Christian- Muslim warfare during the medieval period.

· Analyse the socio- economic facts that prevailed during the Zemene Mesafint
	Specific Objectives

At the end of this content, trainees will be able to:

· State the meaning of history and sources of history

· Analyze Aksumite civilization and its emergency.
· State the achievements and decline of  Aksumite civilization 
· Delineate factors that led to the collapse of Aksumite state and the emergence of Zagwe dynasty

· Describe the major achievements of Zagwe kingdom
· Point out reasons how the Solomonic dynasty restored.

· Explain reasons for the conflict between the Christian kingdom and Muslim Sultanates.

·  Analyze factors that contributed for the emergence of strong Adal State and the defeat of Atse Libne Dingil

· Explain about the coming of Portuguese soldiers, spread of Catholicism and the outbreak of religious civil war
· Analyze measures undertaken by Atse Fasiledes to avoid religious war and the attempt to construct Castles

·  Explain the socio-political system of 18th and mid-19th centuries Christian kingdom 
	Main Contents
Unit 4
4.What is History?  1hr
4.1.Definitionof history

4.2.Historical sources
4.3.Aksumite Civilization  3hrs
· Emergence of Axumite State
· Territorial expansion 

· Christianity and Islam
· Acievements and decline  

4.4.Zagwe Kingdom

· Emergence of Zagwe dynasty
·  Achievement and decline 
4.5.Restoration of Solomonic Dynasty 1hr
· Emergence of  Solomonic  Dynasty
· Muslim Petty States 
· Zeila Trade Route 

.Climax of Muslim-Christian Rivalry   2hr
· Adal State

· Ahmed Gragn Vs Libne Dingil

· Portuguese soldiers, Catholicism

· Susinyos, Religious War  

	Instructional Methodology
Lecture: short note would be prepared and would be written on the black board. Students would copy it correctly and then the teacher would explain smoothly as well as vividly to the students about history and Aksumite State.

Lecture: short note would be prepared and would be written on the black board. Students would copy it correctly and then the teacher would explain smoothly as well as vividly to the students about rock-hewn churches.
Assignment: The teacher would select major ideas from the lesson on the Sultanates of Ifat and its leader. Students would be assigned to work either in group or individually on the given assignment by asking either resourceful persons or by referring other books. 

Lecture: short note would be prepared and would be written on the black board. Students would copy it correctly and then the teacher would explain smoothly as well as vividly to the students Adal State and its military victory over the Christian Kingdom.
 Group discussion: The teacher would write questions such as what is an obelisk. on the black board. Students would form groups not exceeding six members. Members would have chairpersons to coordinate them in a democratically way. Students from each group would be asked to say about their work. Thereafter, the teacher would wind up basic points of the discussion.


	Instructional Materials
Models

References materials

Charts

Slides

Photographs

Drawings

Slides

Different  phograph

	Assessment Techniques
Group work
Individual work
Term paper

Project work
Mid exam



Unit Assessment  

 Students’ performance has to be assessed continuously over the whole unit. The assessment will be made by comparing students’ performance with the specified level of competencies. Besides, the instructor has to recognize the level of performance of each student and provide assistance accordingly. 
Thus, a student at a minimum requirement level will be able to define history, Historical sources; of Ethiopia; explain about Aksumite  Civilization; identify the formation of  Zagwe Kingdom, list the major achievement and decline of Aksumite Civilization and  Zagwe dynasty; inter-relater the relationship between  Christianity and Islam. Understand the historical background of  the Restoration of Solomonic Dynasty
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	· Identifiy the major characterstics of Zamane Mesafint

· Discuss the roles of Mintwab, Mikael Suhul, etc.

Discuss the geographical location of Southern State such as Jimma, Wolayita, etc. and their political structures.


	          Unit 5

5..The Godarian Period 2hrs

· Restoration of Orthodox faith

· Peace with the Muslims

· Achievements

5.1..Zemene Mesafint  4hrs

5.3. Regionalism Puppet Kings
5.4.The End of Zamane 

5.5.Southern Ethiopian States

Shewa, Omotic, 

Ghibe states


	Assignment: The teacher would select major ideas from the lesson. Students would be assigned to work either in group or individually on the given assignment by asking either resourceful persons or by referring other books. 

Questioning and answering: order students to read their text book before the actual lesson presentation. During the class presentation give chance to students to complete some points with regard regionalism and emergence of weak kings at Gondar. By doing so, you make students attentive.


	Charts

Gup lecturing

Story telling
	Group work

Final -exam


Unit Assessment  
 Students’ performance has to be assessed continuously over the whole unit. The assessment will be made by comparing students’ performance with the specified level of competencies. Besides, the instructor has to recognize the level of performance of each student and provide assistance accordingly. 
Thus, a student at a minimum requirement level will be able to discuss  the Godarian Period

restoration of Orthodox faith and Peace with the Muslims. Discuss  features of Zemene Mesafint regionalism Puppet Kings. Identify Southern Ethiopian States, Shewa,  Omotic and Ghibe states
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COURSE ASSESSMENT TECHNICS 
· Individual Work    20%

· Group Work           10%

· Short Test               10%

· Mid Exam              20%

· Final Exam             40%

· Total                     100%
